
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
 
The first settlers in America landed in December of 1620, in 
Massachusetts, and within one month, 10 out of 17 fathers and husbands 
who were on that ship, the Mayflower, died.  Within a couple of months, 
only four of the mothers and wives were alive out of the first 17 couples, 
and by Easter, almost half of the pilgrims had died.  They landed in the 
middle of winter without provisions, without shelter, and that took a toll. 
It took a huge toll and yet in 1621 they celebrated, and they gave thanks 
to God.  It was amazingly difficult those first years. 
 
On another continent, about 25 years later, there was a Lutheran pastor 
named Martin Rinkart. He lived in Eilenberg in Saxony, and it was 
during the siege of the Thirty Years War.  Eilenberg was a walled city 
that was surrounded by Swedes, and there were 800 homes burned, and 
the people within suffered from the plague, from starvation, and it got to 
the point where the pastors themselves started to die, and Martin 
Rinchart was the only pastor left.  He was conducting 50 funerals a day, 
can you imagine? Fifty funerals a day. He buried over 5,000 people that 
year, including his own wife.  When the war ended a year later, he sat 
down, and listen to the words that he penned:   
“Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things has done, I whom this world rejoices;  
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way  
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
This was a man who know horrors beyond all we can think and imagine, 
getting on his knees and leading people in praise and thanks to our God. 
 
Deb Kielsmeir, “Thanksgiving,” November 25, 2004, Christ  
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Calendar Highlights  

May 8 
Sushi Making /Sale 

May 9 
       Spring Chicken Sale 
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May 12 
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May 17 
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May 20 
        Council Meeing 
May 25 
       Memorial Day 
May 31 
       Pentecost Sunday 
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Mission Statement 
Equipping—through worship, care,  

fellowship, spiritual growth  

and discipleship training.  

Reaching the world-through sharing 
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human needs with the love of Christ,  

supporting world missions. 
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Members and Friends, 
 
The Spring Chicken and Sushi Sale is just around the corner.   
 
By now, the chicken tickets have all been distributed and we appreciate 
your response so that we can place our order for the chicken from the com-
pany that is cooking the chicken for us.  I appreciate your purchase of the 
delicious chicken and/or monetary donation.  The chicken distribution will 
be at the church on Saturday, May 9, between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
 
The busy activities that will take place in preparation for the sushi making at 
the church are in need of your help. 
 
I will be posting sign-up sheets for those who can help with the preparation 
of the various ingredients (vinegar su, mixing eggs, washing first two 
batches of rice) and setting up of the kitchen and gym facilities.  Ideally, I 
would like to have those experienced and those who want to learn to volun-
teer in these activities.   I will be posting sign-up sheets for these specific 
tasks to take place during the week of the sale. 
 
As I observed the dedicated work from members and friends over the many 
years, I see many of the workers getting older.  If we are planning to con-
tinue with this fund-raiser in future years, there is the need now for the 
knowledge and commitment to be passed on.  I will also be posting sign-up 
sheets for the specific tasks that will take place on Friday, May 8, when the 
sushi is made, such as the preparation and cooking of the tuna, cooking and 
cutting of the eggs, preparation for the cooking of the rice, cooking the rice, 
cooling the rice, preparation of the rice with the vinegar su, and other neces-
sary tasks.  You don’t have to be an expert at anything.  If you are interested 
in learning and working side by side with others, please sign up. 
 
We start the sushi making process on Friday morning at 5:00 a.m. and con-
tinue through the early afternoon.  I appreciate if you would take the time to 
help in any way, and as usual, we will be serving a scrumptious lunch and 
snacks.  I look forward to the joy and fellowship that will take place toward 
this worthy cause. 
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water and start swimming in its glory!  Others of 
us, at other times, need space to work through our 
doubts and fears and worries, so we gradually test 
the water before immersing ourselves.  The Easter 
story has space for each experience.  So in the 
month of May, experience the life-changing truth 
of the resurrection, as you are able. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for the idea of giving each family $3.00 
with specific instructions to use the gift to bring joy 
to someone else.    
 
I kept the gift in its envelope, trying to get inspired 
on how best� to use it.�  My secretary then told me 
about her in-laws whose home� had burned to the 
ground when the electricity came back on after 
the� recent island-wide blackout; they lost every-
thing.�When my�granddaughter presented us with a 
thank you note for her Christmas� and birthday 
gifts, she included $.95 and a candy cane (she men-
tioned� in her note that she was grateful we had 
spent a lot on her and I� guess this was her way of 
giving back). I told her about the old� people who 
had lost their home and that I was going to add her 
money� to the gift from the church to buy some re-
placement items. 

That� weekend, she returned a damaged birthday 
gift and was reimbursed.� Instead of buying some-
thing for herself, she wanted to add to the�growing 
fund.� So, with all that money (plus some), we were 
able to� fill a bag with a blanket (she wanted the 
couple to stay warm),� kitchen towels, potholders, 
bath towels, etc.�  The gift was much appreciated 
and taught her a life lesson.�Thank you very much. 

 
New Members 

 
On Palm Sunday, we convenanted with six new 
members, Jean Grippin, Scott and Sonya  Hirano, 
Clara Ishii, and Kristen and Whit Wheeler.  We are 
delighted to welcome you into membership! 

 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Manoa Manao 
 
It is definitely and finally Spring in Manoa!  Back 
in Pennsylvania, Spring seemed to happen over-
night.  One day you drove home from work, and 
saw small piles of soot-colored snow relentlessly 
refusing to melt.  The next morning, on your way 
to work, you noticed green buds on trees, crocus 
poking their first blooms in a neighbor’s yard, and 
robins perching on pussy willows. It always felt 
like Easter �  with nature mirroring the miracle of 
resurrection while you slept. I would imagine that 
is how Mary Magdalene felt when she encoun-
tered the risen Jesus in the garden early on the 
first Easter morning. 

 
The changes in the seasons are more subtle and 
gradual in Hawaii than they are in the mainland, 
and yet they are still noticeable: sunny skies, 
warmer temperatures, less rain, earlier sunrises 
and later sunsets, and a marked increase in people 
enjoying the local pools and beaches.  I would 
imagine that is what the reality of Easter was like 
for other disciples.  Thomas, after all, didn’t actu-
ally “get it” until a week after the fact. 
 
A member who swims at Manoa Pool told me that 
the water was nice and warm.  I had a hard time 
believing him – since the last time I was in the 
pool it was a bone-chilling 65 degrees. And so on 
my first outing to the pool in over a month, I had 
to stick my toes in to test the water, until I could 
trust that it was indeed warm once again. 
 
The Easter Season in the church calendar extends 
from Easter Sunday until Pentecost Sunday �  
seven weeks in all.  And for that we can be thank-
ful.  Some of us, some of the time, are ready to 
embrace Easter and the reality of the resurrection 
right away.  We are willing to jump right into the 
water and start swimming in its glory!  



New Members 
(Continued from Page 2) 

 
If you are interested in church membership, call 
Pastor Anne to make arrangements to attend a 
“What’s It all About” class. 
�

Mahalo! 
The youth would like to thank all of you that came 
to celebrate the Risen Christ.  We also would like 
to thank those who helped behind the scenes to 
make our Easter Sunrise Service an awesome one! 
To God be the Glory! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ever wonder how the bountiful spread of food 
magically appears after worship each Sunday?  
It’s the Snacks Forever ministry, the fellowship/
hospitality ministry extension of the Worship 
Ministry.  It was started in 2005 when Pastor 
Donna Faith Eldredge and former Music Minister 
Ruth Hanlin were here.  Prior to that, the Aloha 
Committee would prepare Aloha lunch once a 
month, which they still do today.   
 
In 2007, Rose Niimoto graciously volunteered and 
prepared her delicious soup or salad once a month 
on communion Sundays.  That was a treat! 
 
Nowadays, various “angels” or ministry teams 
and groups, such as the Sisters and Brothers-in-
Christ, Book Club, Monday Women, Deacons, 
Sunday School teachers and Council members 
have provided snacks after worship.  Last month 
we honored our former moderators with three 
cakes, including a yummy sugar-free cake. 
 
Most of the time the food has been donated.  The 
Worship Ministry has a very small budget for 
snacks, but somehow, God provides each Sunday. 
In order to be better stewards of our resources (i.e. 
to avoid the feast or famine syndrome), we re-
quest that you sign up on the bulletin board or no-
tify Reggie Tamashiro when you will bring 
snacks—something simple, preferable healthy and 
not lunch.  Because of the increased attendance, 

(more people to feed), poor economy and high cost 
of food, we need about 7 people to sign up each Sun-
day. 
 
But I’m not a cook.  I don’t have money.  I’m too 
busy (someone told me “busy” means Being Under 
Satan’s Yoke).  How else can I help? 
*setup/put away table(s) and chairs in the breezeway 
*bring out and serve food 
*clean up 
*donate money to buy food and paper products 
 
Would you prayerfully consider helping with Snacks 
Forever?  It allows the congregation to enjoy re-
freshments, “talk story,” and get to know each other.  
Please share your time, talents, and treasure with the 
body of Christ. 
 
“Each man should give what he has decided to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  1 Corinthians 9:7 
 

MVC Book Club 
 
The Book Club will meet in room 205 immediately 
after Sunday service on May 31st.  The book we will 
be discussing is “90 Minutes in Heaven” by Don 
Piper.  We welcome all newcomers.  Come for lunch 
with us and enjoy a moving discussion.  For more 
information, call Alice Murata at 988-2789 or Jean 
Grippin at 988-7759. 

 
Choir Concert 

 
Save the Date!  The University of Dubuque’s (Iowa) 
Concert Choir will be giving a concert at Manoa 
Valley Church on Sunday evening, May 17, at 7 PM.  
The concert is free and open to the public. A free 
will offering will be taken to help defer some of the 
choir’s expenses. Bring a friend to enjoy an evening 
of choral music �  with selections both sacred and 
secular. The University of Dubuque is associated 
with the United Church of Christ, and is the site of 
the University of Dubuque Seminary. 
 
We will provide dinner for the choir prior to the con-
cert, as well as housing choir members (41 total with 
their chaperones) Sunday evening in our homes.  
                                                 
                                                (Continued on Page 5) 
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May 3, 2009�
Fourth Sunday After Easter 
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching 
Readings:   Psalm 23;  
                   Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24;  
                   John 10:11-18    

May 10, 2009         
Fifth Sunday After Easter-Mother’s Day 
Rev. Scott Hirano, preaching 
Readings:  Psalm 22:25-31;                
                  Acts 8:26-40;  
                  1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8       
  
May 17, 2009 
Sixth Sunday After Easter 
Rev.  Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching 
Reading:  Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6; 
                John 15:9-17  
 
May 24, 2009 
Seventh Sunday After Easter 
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching 
Readings:   Psalm 47; 
                  Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23;  
                  Luke 24:44-53 
 
May 31, 2009 
Pentecost Sunday 
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching 

Readings:  Ezekiel 37:1-14;  
                  Psalm 104:24-34,35b; 
                  Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:22-27; 
                  John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
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May 3��
Worship Leader:  Sue Yamamoto 
Ushers:  Kristen and Lauren Kawachi   
Greeter: Aki Williams 
Reader:  Earl Yonehara 
Accompanist:  Catherine Miyahira 
Child Care:  Maddie Oshiro, Elaine Usui, Sheryle Higa   
Children’s Moments:  Sam Browning 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki  
 
May 10 
Worship Leader:  Carrie Glenn 
Ushers:  Kristen and Lauren Kawachi 
Greeter:  Aki Williams            
Reader:  Ruth Lin        
Accompanist:  Reggie Tamashiro 
Child Care:  Raedeen Archuleta, Renee Torres, 
                     Melanie Ching 
Children’s Moments:  Sam Browning 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte:  Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki 
 
May 17 
Worship Leader:  Laura Glenn 
Ushers:  Courtney and Shelby Hamada  
Greeter:  Aki Williams 
Reader:  Laura Glenn 
Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira                                                         
Child Care: Gary Archuleta, Karen Hamada 
Children’s Moments: Wilfred Higa 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte:  Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki 
 
May 24 
Worship Leader:  Sue Akau-Naki 
Ushers:  Laura and Carrie Glenn 
Greeter:  Aki Williams 
Reader:  Susanne Shimabukuro 
Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro 
Children’s Moments:  Pastor Scott 
Child Care:  Paul and Shelli Tottori, Kathy Lee 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Kristen Glenn  
 
May 31 
Worship Leader: Les Miyamoto 
Ushers:  Laura and Carrie Glenn 
Greeters:  Aki Williams 
Reader:  Richelle Fujioka 
Accompanist:  Catherine Miyahira 
Children’s Moments:  Kathy Lee 
Child Care:  Courtney Hamada, Shelby Hamada, 
                     Uilani Archuleta, Rikki-Ann Archuleta 
Bell Ringer/Acolyte:  Keoni Williams/Kristen Glenn 
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Edith Abe                                                 5/01 
Sam Browning                                         5/02 
Bette Uyeda                                              5/04 
Ann Haioka                                              5/08 
Shawn Slade                                             5/08 
Mae Saito                                                 5/10 
Kenneth Chun                                          5/14 
Leah Young                                              5/16 
Lahela Naki                                              5/16 

      Dianne Ishida                                           5/18      
Austyn Field                                             5/18 
David Wong                                             5/20 
Colman Izu                                               5/23 
Sachiko Oishi                                           5/24 
Mika Emoto                                             5/24 
Eiko Watanabe                                         5/25 
Emily Fujioka                                           5/26
       

 
30 Hour Famine 

 
On April 24-25, 2009, the youth experienced and 
participated in the 30 Hour Famine.  We know 
just a taste of what it is like to be hungry.  We 
participated in activities that showed us how chil-
dren (yes, children) survive poverty, homeless-
ness, and hunger.  Church family, thank you for 
your support! 
 
Kel and Dawn Hamada 
 

Choir Concert 
(Continued from Page 3) 

 
We also ask host families to provide a breakfast 
for the students the morning of departure. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to extend our 
aloha to college students.  They ask that the host 
families take at least two students, so no student 
is alone overnight.  If a family can take more than 
two, that’s fine.  We ask that you provide a 
bed, sleeper sofa, air mattress, etc. for the stu-
dents as they don’t have sleeping bags. If a bed is 
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large enough,  two students may be able to share a 
bed.    
 
Guests will need to be back at Manoa Valley 
Church by 7:30 a.m. Monday morning.  A sign-up 
sheet will be posted on the bulletin board at church.  
For information, call Pastor Anne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Were you transformed through prayer and reflec-
tion, as well as participating in the different services 
we had during the Holy Week and our two Easter 
services?  Did you get a deeper meaning to the Res-
urrection?  Are you shining from within with an 
even brighter light to share with others? Pass on the 
Light of the Lord! 
 
Thank you to all known and unknown helping hands 
who helped to decorate the sanctuary during this 
special season. 
 

Got Computer Skills? 
 
We are hoping to create message cards the same 
size as a business card to pass out to the congrega-
tion several times this year.  We would come up 
with the text, but sure need someone who can create 
attractive cards with color, words, and a few draw-
ings.  Anyone out there who can come up with a 
template? 
 

Planning Ahead 
 

Who has an idea for Advent and Christmas that they 
would like to share with us this month?  We’re look-
ing at different ways to worship, and anyone’s new 
and old ideas are appreciated. 
 
Mahalo, 
Sue Akau-Naki 
Chair, Worship Ministry 

�
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“ I have set the Lord always before me,  
Because He is at my right hand,  
I will not be shaken.” 
Psalm 16:8 
 
Lazy relaxed summer days are over, school has 
started, we are back to our busy schedule. 
We must remember to focus on God; He will give 
us peace and relaxation even when we are busy. 
 
During the month of August, all eyes were on  
Beijing, China for the Summer Olympics.  Seeing 
all the nations interacting, having no lines or barri-
ers, all to enjoy and compete in their talents.  Gold 
silver, or bronze medals—to be there to represent 
our country was a great honor.  Different cultures 
and languages, they are all children of God. 
 
We are all gifted with different talents.  God would 
like us to use our talents� not to compete, but to 
interact with on another and see what we can do for 
the Church. 
 
Dot Endo 
Moderator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s never too late to invite a friend, neighbor or  
Relative to Journey to the Son Sunday School.  
Meet in the sanctuary at 8:30 am. 
 
“Let the little children come to me, and do not 
 hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will 
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it.” 

-Mark 10:14-15 
 
 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS 
          
         Easter Sunday will be extra special as we 
celebrate confirmation for three of our youth, Carrie 
Glenn, and Russell and Ryan Wong. These are tal-
ented youth �  and I hope you will not only welcome 
them in taking this step of discipleship, but will also 
keep them in mind for ministry in our congregation. 

 
 
 
 
�
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What a busy and joyful Easter season!  Journey to 
the Son  made crosses from coconut leaves.  The 
palm crosses were passed out to the congregation at 
Palm Sunday worship.  Thank you, Mr. Gary 
Archuleta for getting the palm leaves and the youth 
for helping the children make the crosses. 
 
On Palm Sunday, Pastor Anne and Mr. Rod Cham-
berlain shared about Jesus’ Love Feast/Communion 
with those little communion cups that we used to 
use long ago.  Each got his/her feet carefully 
washed and dried by another, followed with a hug.  
Each in turn washed and dried another’s feet, as 
they learned to serve one another, just as Jesus did. 
 
On Easter Sunday, Journey to the Son sang spirit-
filled songs� with hand motions� during worship, 
led by our Ms. Ruth Komatsu.  The children, even 
our youngest preschoolers, got to decorate the bare 
wire cross that was transformed into a beautiful dis-
play of new life.  After worship, the children were 
so excited to participate in the Easter Egg hunt.  
Thank you BOCE Family Ministries for organizing 
the Easter Egg hunt, fun for all and so many. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 
May 17� Shopping at Safeway for the MISO Food 
bank. 
May 31� is the last day of Sunday School for the 
year.  Don’t miss our Pentecost party and presenta-
tion of Bibles to the 4th graders. 
 
We will take a break for the summer.  You are en-
couraged to attend worship at 9:00 a.m. (note earlier 
worship time during the summer).  July 5 will be the 
fun-filled July celebration. 
 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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In ancient Jerusalem, Pentecost was a celebration 
of a blessing of harvest and joy symbolized by 
leavening the bread.  It was fifty days after the 
Passover (unleavened bread), recalling the hard 
times of Israel and the rescue by God.  In Jesus’ 
time, all the believers gathered together after Jesus 
returned to the Heavenly Father, not just the Disci-
ples, but about 120 of them, talking, remembering 
and praying, wondering what was next… 
 
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place, suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from Heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them, all of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
They started to preach the Good News of Jesus and 
what is means for all people.” 
Acts 2:1-4 
 
Pentecost which means “fiftieth” in Greek, ends 
the season of Easter.  The Spirit continues in all of 
us who listen; giving guidance, teaching, shedding 
light on the mysteries of life.  We are called to-
gether to share Jesus’ love.  If you believe in Jesus 
and are baptized, you are part of the “called to-
gether” group.  You have the Holy Spirit at work 
with you and that means you have tasks that the 
Lord wants you to do. You have been given what  
it takes to do them.  You are to listen to the Spirit’s 
leading through the Scriptures God gave you. 
 
To God Be the Glory! 
 
Dot Endo 
Moderator 
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“Easter People” 
 

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all to-
gether in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled 
them.”  (Acts 2:1-4) 

We are the people of the Pentecost who just com-
pleted Easter and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
As Easter people we come together in community 
to further Christ’s mission, baptizing people in the 
name of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, to 
make disciples of all people.  We do this throughout 
the season of Easter and into the season of Pente-
cost.  At the end of May, the church celebrates Pen-
tecost.  This is another Holy Day of the Christian 
year like that of Christmas and Easter. 

As Pentecost is celebrated, I think about all the peo-
ple who speak different languages.  Pentecost is a 
very meaningful celebration for the Christian 
Church.  Pentecost is a celebration of our diversity 
as human beings as we fellowship with one another.  
I always make reference to Pentecost as a time 
when all cultures are represented at the table.  This 
is a time when all of our traditional clothing, food, 
and all our languages give glory to God in worship 
and fellowship. 

When Sonya and I were married at Montebello Ply-
mouth Congregational Church in California, there 
were Korean, Filipino, Japanese, Chinese, African-
American, and Caucasian people all in worship to-
gether.  This was a wonderful way to see what 
heaven would look like as Christian people cele-
brate our faith remembering our heritage and re-
membering whose we are.  We are God’s people 
united to celebrate together our living faith that 

unites us in the life of the Holy Spirit. 
 
I pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to embrace us, 
love us, and give us energy to serve Christ and our com-
munity. 
  
To God Be The Glory! 
 
Pastor Scott 
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Journey to the Son 
(Continued from Page 6) 

 
Mark your calendars!  Until Sunday School starts again  
on September 13, have a safe and fun summer! 

 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make 
His face shine upon you  and be gracious to you; the 
Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.”  
Numbers 6:24-26 

 
�
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Graceful Living 
 
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.”  Psalm 23:4 
 
Making end of life decisions can be difficult when you 
or a loved one is facing a crisis.  The Deacons of Manoa 
Valley Church are sponsoring a workshop on May 17th 
to help you make these decisions for yourself, in a safe 
and supportive environment. Call the church office to 
sign up or stop by our table in the breezeway following 
worship on Sunday mornings.  Please see the flier in this 
newsletter for more details.  Sample forms for Advance 
Directives and an easy worksheet for pre-funeral plan-
ning will be available before the workshop, or on the 
day of the event.  
 
All are welcome to attend this workshop.  The target au-
dience includes young and old alike!  Making tough de-
cisions ahead of time is a generous gift you can give to 
your loved ones.  Come and experience the blessing! 
 
Sue Yamamoto 
Chair, Board of Deacons 
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June 14 to July 24, 2009 

Children Grades K-5 
For Information call: 

Ph. 988-3271 


