Manoa Valley Church
(United Church of Christ)
2728 Huapala Street
Honolulu, HI 96822

Tel: 808-988-3271

Kahu Anne Findlay-Chamberlain
Senior Minister

Published Monthly

V6IL No. 6

Mission Statement
Equipping—through worship, care,
fellowship, spiritual growth
and discipleship training.
Reaching the world-through sharing

the gospel in word and deed, servin
human needs with the love of Christ

supporting world missions.

Calendar Highlights

July 3
Independence Day-Office Closec
July 5
July (4) Celebration
(after 9 am worship)
July 14
Trustees Meeting
July 15
Council Meeting
July 20
Newsletter Deadline
July 24
Summer Fun Ends
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Independence Day

One of my favorite lines from the 1995 movie, “Befreart” is when
William Wallace is rallying the Scots for a battleth the English, and he
says, “It's all for nothing if you don’t have freeh.” He then turns his
horse to charge the enemy, shouting “Freedom.”

ds
The cry of freedom held power in 1776 as represeeta of the varlousS

English colonies in North America gathered in Riélphia to write and
sign the Declaration of Independence. Almost 20dryéater, in 1963 th%
mall in Washington DC resounded with the words artih Luther King, |
“when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it rifigm every village and,q
every hamlet, from every state and every city, vilebe able to speed up
that day when all of God's children, black men ardte men, Jews and
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be ablgin hands and sing ig,
the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at ldste at last! thank God
Almighty, we are free at last!”” y

id

We are blessed with great freedom in our nationichvlve celebrate o
July 4. But there is a greater freedom, a freetttahno one can take away
from a person — the freedom within the human sodbte. The Apostley;
Paul, long before the words of the Declarationnufelpendence were wrifit
ten, wrote the following words. “For freedom Christs set us free. Fat
you were called to freedom, brothers and sisterty, @o not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but tiglo love become slaves
to one another. For the whole law is summed wpsmgle commandment,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Gatats 5:1, 13-14).

This Fourth of July, let us live into the reality that kind of freedom for
when we love our neighbor as we love ourselves) e truly are free in-
deed! '
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From Pastor Anne

Manoa Manao

| read a story the other day about two men who
were trying to wedge a refrigerator through a
door. They strained, pulled and pushed for hours.
They couldn’t budge the refrigerator through the
door. Finally, one of them turned to the other one
and groaned: “I don't think we’re ever going to get
this refrigerator into this house.”

The other man exclaimed: “Get it into the house? |
thought we were trying to get it out of the house!”

The Message Bible states this in another way,
“When people can’'t see what God is up to, they
stumble all over themselves.” (Proverbs 29:18)
Or as Jim Collins writes, “To do the most good

requires saying ‘no’ to the pressures to stray and
the discipline to stop doing what doesn't fit.”

That is why sharing a common mission and vision
are of utmost importance, not only for refrigerator
movers, but also for congregations. In the next
months we will be seeking God's guidance
through prayer, through Bible study, and through
individual and community reflection as we discern
the particular vision and mission to which we at
Manoa Valley Church are being called. There are
many good, even great things in which a congre-
gation can invest its resources. It is temptingas
pastor, and as a congregation, to try to do lots of
good things. Unfortunately, every good thing we
do takes our resourcesespecially the precious

resource of time.

| ask that you commit to pray with me daily
through the month of July for creativity, clarity,
and courage. On Saturday, August 1, the leader-
ship of the congregation will gather for a half-day

(morning)visioning retreat. If you are interested
2

in participating, please call or email Pastor Abge
July 15th to receive a packet of information, in-
cluding some brief reading assignments to do in ad-
vance. This will be a first draft of a vision it
many opportunities in coming weeks for congrega-
tional input as we set and refine our focus.

To God Be All The Glory!
Pastor Anne

Hi Pastor Anne,

Per your request, | gave our gift from Manoa Val-
ley Church (+ $17 more from our family in a red
Chinese lishee placed inside a small white enve-
lope) at about 5:30 p.m. today to a Viethamese
homeless man who lives under a freeway bridge,
and has provided “unsolicited security” for ourelat
relatives’ house in Makiki this past year. My sis-
ter shared a story that when my elderly aunt was
alive, one day she had fallen in the driveway, and
this homeless man picked her up and brought her
back to the house.

We were looking for a way to compensate him for
this “Good Samaritan” deed and other things, so
this gift provided the perfect vehicle. Includedav

a note that wished him a Happy Chinese New Year
2009, thanked him for volunteering to watch over
our relatives’ house to prevent break-ins/burgtarie
and wished him God’s blessings. He was eating a
plate lunch dinner so when | thanked and handed
him the envelope, he just smiled and nodded his
head in gratitude.

Mahalo,
Paul Mark



| pray that you will join us as we worship and

praise God each and every day that we have life on
the earth. Come and celebrate with us as we take
the steps to follow Jesus every day.

In Celebration of God’s glory,
Pastor Scott

Celebration of our Families and Community Confirmation Classes Starting This Fall

July is a time of celebration for family and commu- Praying or thinking about your child going through

nity to come together and have fun. We are gaing t confirmation? What is confirmation? Confirma-
be celebrating on Sunday, July 5th, the church’s tion is a rite of the church where a person affirms
“Family Fun Day”. This takes place following the his or her baptism. Confirmation is the beginning
9:00 a.m. worship service here at Manoa Valley of faith exploration and formation. This is a time

Church. We celebrate the Holy Spirit's presence of ©0 Pegin understanding yourself as God's creation.
joy in our lives as Christians. God loves and guides you in life’s journey. Confir-

mation is a covenantal commitment in setting aside

As Preschool celebrated their end of the year oe Ju time to learn and grow as Christian young people.

26th, our aloha goes out to all those who are Erger .
kindergarten. Summer Fun 2009 will celebrate the According to the by-laws of Manoa Valley Church,

conclusion of their program with a finale on July YOU have to be at least twelve years-old by the tim
231d. confirmation is completed in order to become a

member. Confirmation will happen on Palm Sun-

Manoa Valley Church is a place where people are 9@, 2010. If you are a parent with a child or-chi
learning about God’s glorious love. The churcteeel dren in this age group, and are interested in confi
brates the love and life of Christ each and eveny d ~ Mation, please call me at the church office, dk tal
and | invite you to join us in this journey of fait with me after worship.

In Christ’s Service,

Here at MVC, we praise God for His love and joy,
Pastor Scott

and give thanks for His presence in our lives. éis f
lowers of Jesus we are called to celebrate that 1 .
God'’s presence is with us in every step we take. Deacon’s Doing's!

There is a wonderful song that the After SchooleCar A follow up session on theGraceful Living
children sing. This song really helps me know that Workshop that was held on May 17th will occur

God is with us all the time through life’s journey. on July 19th. Following worship, please come to
the Sunday School office if you would like more

Step By Step information on the Advance Directives or on your

pre-funeral planning. For those who have com-

Oh God, You are my God pleted the pre-funeral planning worksheet, please

And | will ever praise You bring it, and a copy will be made for you to keé¢p a
Oh God, You are my God home. The originals will be kept confidential in

And I will ever praise You. the church’'s membership files. As always, if you

| will seek you in the morning have any questions about these topics, please speak
And | will learn to walk in Your ways, with a Deacon or the Pastor. God'’s grace is very

And step by step You'll lead me

And | will follow You all of my days. evident in our lives as we experience His gifts to-

gether in our family of faith!

Written by Rich Mullins. 1991 BMB Songs, Inc. (ASEXAdmin. by
BMG Music Publishing) All rights reserved. Int’l pgright secured.

Use by permission CCLI #88698. (Continued on Page 4)



Deacon’s Doings

(Continued from Page 3)

God will bless you and your family through making
difficult decisions ahead of time.

Graceful Living includes healthy living! Trust in
the Lord but remember to wash your hand:
frequently and well. The threat of a significant
public health event related to HIN1 flu has no
gone away. Please be well, protect yourself ar
your loved ones by staying home when you ar
sick. Call the church or send an email to repbrt |
you or a family member is ill. Pray continuously
for all who are in need of healing!

Did you ever wonder about the purpose of the little
red market basket that is outside the door of our
sanctuary on Sunday mornings? It is the one that
mysteriously gets filled with food each week, and
reappears empty the following Sunday. These
generous donations are collected and bagged by Jane
Nakabayashi, and carted to St. Pius Church where
they become part of the Manoa Interchurch Service
and Outreach (MISO) Food Bank. Manoa Valley
Church has been actively involved in MISO,
headquartered at St. Pius Church, since it's
inception. MISO provides food, clothing, and cash
to help the homeless and needy. Their food bank is
open five days a week, and serves more than 450
people a month.

And Graceful Living includes good

communications. To facilitate communication in
our church family, the telephone and addres
Directory of Members and Friends will be

updated during the summertime from now on
Please stop at the bulletin board in the gyr
entrance to review your information and make an
changes. We would like to encourage you ti
include an email address. Separate from the em

prayer chain, we will work to develop an email list 'N® MISO Food Bank, in conjunction with the
to send out church information and reminders. Institute for Human Services (IHS), provides a hot
meal for 300 men, women, and children once a

month at IHS. In addition to that, 900 to 1,000
breakfasts are served every month to Oahu’s
homeless and needy in our parks and beaches.

Sue Yamamoto,
Chairperson, Deacons

The Church in Society Ministry is amazed and

thankful that the MISO basket gets filled every

Sunday! We are also very proud and thankful fer th

many bags of groceries donated to the MISO Food
Bank on Sunday, May 24, 2009 by our Journey to
the Son children. Each child contributed $2.00 of
their own money, and went shopping at Long’'s
Drugs for these food items during the Christian
Education hour.

If you care for more information, please call Jane

Nakabayashi at 988-4279 (home) or at 988-3308 (St.
Pius Church). She can make arrangements to
provide forms for you to list your donations as tax

deductions. Thank you, thank you all and God

Bless!

Jane Nakabayashi, Chair



One of the key questions for myself was, “How does
one go about leading Manoa Valley Church?” The
answer became evident over time: By being obedi-
ent to Jesus Christ.

I've learned to read God’s word in the Bible, as it

has the answers; not my words, but God’s words.
Often, just one word can change the meaning of a
section, and that can make all the difference.

And, | learned to sense where God’s hand is guiding
by being close to the Holy Spirit in regular prgyer

Russell Wong 7/04 concentrating on what is important, and lettingo§o
CR:?/arn Y(V(f[ng r ;ﬁgg the unimportant based on what God has in His
Kai/sahaﬁzirﬁolio 2105 plans and His desire.

?(l)lrrll;?r?aﬂal\l/loal\(r?( 77/5)058 Th_e knowleqlge and experifence of _God’s word
Alan Ito 7110 gained by being a moderator is sor_nethmg | use each
Matthew Inaba 2/10 day. He calls us to bear much fruit (John 158y
Paul Tottori 7/17 obeying His Word and His Will (John 15:10). See
Dawn Hamada 7/19 God’s purpose revealed in John 15:7. Everything is
Patricia Wong 7/20 summarized in one wordObedience

Joanna Katherine Lee 7122 .

Edna Kano 7124 By Ron Hashiro

Frank Yi 7125

Elan Giddings 7125

Lawrence Trela 7129

Wade Tokoro 7129

The next Book Club meeting date for July has yet to
be determined. We meet on a Sunday (immediately
following the Worship Service) for lunch, and a
lively discussion. The book for the next meetirag h
yet to be selected. We welcome everyone who likes
On occasion, I'm asked what did | gain by being ito read, and who wishes to attend a discussioheof t

moderator. It's something I've learned by servasg chosen book.

moderator not once, but twice. It is summarized i
one word:Obedience For more information please call Alice Murata (988-

2789), or Jean Grippin (988-7759), to learn thes dat
When God calls, you can't hide. That's something of the next meeting, and the book chosen for discus
learned at Urbana 1987, which traced the life of sion. See you there.
Jonah. From the lessons of that event, | turned n
life towards Jesus. Later, when | was asked to-mo Mahalo,
erate and lead the church, | found myself exposed Jean Grippin
to new things.



poem. Journey to the Son made Mother’'s Day gift
baskets for the mothers at Ka ‘Ohu Hou, managed
by Debbi and Richard Ross.

Another blessing was the special white and red
Pentecost cake, decorated with “flags” by the chil-
dren, and shared with the congregation. Journey to
the Son children flagged the cake with variousraffi
mations like “Jesus loves me”, “Jesus lives in my
Vacation Travel Prayer heart”, “Jesus knows my name”, etc. — “flags” to

Let us pray: resemble the “tongues of fire” that came upon the
believers that first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit

O God, we entrust ourselves to you as we begirame.

our journey. Keep us safe, and give us the grace to

be generous to one another, and to be courfeoREMINDERS: July 5th is the July (4th) Celebra-

and kind to everyone we meet along the way. I£|ellﬂnon with pony rides, dunking booth, face paintipg,

us to recognize when we are getting on eacind lots more fun, food and fellowship. Invite ypyr

other’s nerves, to know when reconciliation is necfriends and family to worship and the festivitiel$, o

essary, and to watch out for each others needs starts immediately after 9:00 a.m. worship.

we travel. Be with us, Lord, guide us and protext u

on our way, SO we might reach our destinaﬁ?lfBAVE: your empty shoe boxes (standard size))%r

safely and happily return here. Amen. the Operation Christmas Child project in the fall.
(Author Unknown). S For those eager to get a head start and startdfilli
shoe boxes during the summer, check out: Http://
Dot Endo | www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/
Moderator Pack_A_Shoe_Box. Note: filled shoe boxes will

)t be collected in November.

(
HOMEWORK: Nothing to do this summer? How
about writing a letter to Fa, our Compassion Inter-
national sponsored child? If you are interested,
please contact the church office at 988-3271 to re-
guest a special letter writing form.

Happy To Be Remembered

Thank you to all parents, teachers, and helpers of
Journey to the Son and the members of the congileuring the months of July and August, the Sisters
gation for helping with our Sunday School pro-and Brothers-in-Christ Prayer and Bible Study Min-
gram! Thanks to the parents who faithfullyistry members will be making their 12th annual visi
brought their children to church, to the teachersations to the home-bound and long-term care mem-
and helpers who faithfully prepared and taught lesbers and friends of Manoa Valley Church.
sons, and to the members who faithfully helped
with donations, and pitched in whenever calledWe schedule the date and time of our visits with th
upon. Praise God for a wonderful church family! appropriate families or facilities. During our \jsi

we extend greetings from MVC, sing hymns, “talk-
On May 31st, Pentecost Sunday, Journey to ttstory”, pray, and often communion is given by Pas-
Son was blessed by a visit from Debbi Ross anr Anne if she is available. Potted flowers aritfr
four mothers and their children from Ka ‘Ohu Hou baskets are also shared from our church, with praye
Manoa, the Salvation Army transitional homecards.
They delivered a special and creative “mahalo”

(Continued on Page 7)



Christ-Judd Street, and the Ewa Beach Community
Church, have switched from two-year terms to one-
year terms each for the Moderator and Vice Moderato

Happy To Be Remembered
(Continued from Page 6)

If any member of our congregation would like tc o - .
have us visit a family member or a friend of MVC The Nominating Ministry and Senior Pastor Anne
during the months of July or August, please conta Findlay-Chamberlain have discussed, consulted with

Nobue Izutsu (ph. 988-4375) or any of the othe UCC-Hawaii Conference staff, and prayerfully consid

Sisters and Brothers-in-Christ Ministry members, ¢ €€d this idea as a two-year pilot project for an
call the office by July 6th. Valley Church.

For the past 11 years, every visitation has be Following is a proposed motion that was approved by

meaningful and ALL are happy to be remembere the church Council: “To enhance and expedite the
in the name of our Lord. We always receive mor Process of finding candidates for the Moderator and

Vice Moderator positions, the Nominating Ministry
moves that for the next two years the Church Cdunci
To God Be The Glory Always, and Congregation allow one-year terms, insteadhef t
normal two-year terms, for each of these vital krad
ship positions.”

than we give.

Nobue Izutsu

MVC Council Approves Pilot Project

) The Nominating Ministry requests prayers and s or
For Leadership Terms J y red pray upp

from the Congregation. The pilot project is schedulo
be conducted from January 1, 201December 31,

The Manoa Valley Church Council approved a prc 5912 |f there are questions, please call Bettedayat
posed motion to allow a pilot project of one-yea ggg_4990.

terms each for the Moderator and Vice Moderatc
positions at the May 20 meeting.

“All churches in the United Church of Christ- July 2009 Preschool Happenings
Hawaii Conference, as well as in other UCC cor
ferences throughout the nation, are faced with
continuing challenge of recruiting a Moderator ani
Vice Moderator for their respective church Coun
cils,” said Paul H. Mark, Chairperson of the Nomi-
nating Ministry. “When Manoa Valley Church was
established in 1946, members were willing and ab
to commit four years of their lives serving the dor

and our church as Vice Moderator (two years) ar
Moderator (two years).”

Praises to God! Our 2009-2009 school year was won-
derful. As the teachers now rest up with a well-

deserved break during the month of July, | willgs-

ting the new students and returning students’ paper
work ready for the 2009-2010 school year.

We already have full enrollment, and we also have a
wait-list. The first day of school will be on Moag,
August 3rd. We are looking for volunteers to he#p
with the new children as they get adjusted to stfayo

. a few hours each day for two weeks.
“Today, more than 60 years later, times have y

changed considerably with the rising cost of living

and inflation. For example, some of our membet
are raising families with young children, and som:
work two jobs to make ends meet. In addition,

large portion of our church membership is elderl
and retired, and some family members serve i
their caregivers. Time is of the essence,” Mar
said.

On the fourth Thursday of the month, the teachavgh
a staff meeting for one hour during the nap timeg.
you are available and can help, please call mdaen t
preschool office at 988-2171 ext. 119.

“We all have different gifts, each of which came be
cause of the grace God gave us.”
Romans 12:6

To meet this ongoing challenge, some UCC-Hawa To God Be The Glory,

Conference churches such as the United Church ¢ Marilyn Payapaya, Preschool Director

7
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July 5, 2009
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48;
2 Corinthians 12:2-10;
Mark 6:1-13

July 12, 2009

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Scott Hirano, preaching

Readings: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24;
Ephesians 2:11-22;
Mark 6:14-29

July 19, 2009
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching

Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a: Psalm 89:20-37:
Ephesians 2:11-22;
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 26, 2009 _ .
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Readings: 2 Samuel 1:15; Psalm 14;
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21

July 5
Worship Leader: Sue Akau-Naki

Ushers: Aki Williams & Nancy Yamamoto
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Gerald Saito
Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro
Child Care: Jean Endo, Amy Matsuno,
Leatrice Yukinaga, Edith Abe
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki

July 12
Worship Leader: Sue Akau-Naki

Ushers: Aki Williams & Nancy Yamamoto
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Carrie Glenn
Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira
Child Care: Maizie Okimoto,
Sarie & Steven Uechi
Children’s Moments: Pastor Anne
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki

July 19
Worship Leaders: Lahela Naki & Kristen Glenn

Ushers: Aki Williams & Nancy Yamamoto

Greeter: Aki Williams

Reader: Bette Uyeda

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Evie Gallagher, Gwyen Nosse,
Carolyn Okinaga, Pam Kutara

Children’s Moments: Laura Glenn

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/

Kristen Glenn

July 26
Worship Leader: Laura Glenn

Ushers: Aki Williams & Nancy Yamamoto

Greeter: Aki Williams

Reader: Wheeler Family

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Children’s Moments: Sue Yamamoto

Child Care: Ann Haioka, Clinton Haioka,

Jocelyn Kasamoto

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/

Kristen Glenn



practical way of loving our neighbors.
Hurricane Supply Kit

Water - at least 1 gallon daily per perfwr 3 to 7 days
Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days:
non-perishable packaged or canned food éguic
foods for infants or the elderly
snack foods
non-electric can opener
cooking tools / fuel
paper plates / plastic utensils
Blankets / Pillows, etc.
Clothing - seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy shoes
First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs
Special Items - for babies and the elderly
Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes
Flashlight / Batteries
Radio - Battery operated and NOAA weather radio

Cash (with some small bills) and Credit Cards -&aand ATMs may not be available for extended
ods
Keys
Toys, Books and Games
Important documents - in a waterproof containewatertight re-sealable plastic bag
— insurance, medical records, bank account numBexsal Security card, etc.
Tools - keep a set with you during the storm
Vehicle fuel tanks filled
Pet care items:
proper identification / immunization recovdsedications
ample supply of food and water
a carrier or cage
muzzle and leash

Telephones - Fully charged cell phone with extriddop and a traditional (not cordless) telephorte 4e

Summertime in Hawaii marks the beginning of HumieeSeason. NOAA recommer|ds
that all households have a disaster preparedness kiand (see below). Being prepgred
to meet the needs of our own households, with esdgplies on hand can be one ery

eri-




