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Mission Statement
Equipping—through worship, care,
fellowship, spiritual growth
and discipleship training.

Reaching the world-through sharing
the gospel in word and deed, servin
human needs with the love of Chrisi

supporting world missions.

Calendar Highlights

August 1

Vision/Mission Planning Retreat
August 3
Preschool Begins
August 11
Trustees Meeting
August 17
Newsletter Deadline
August 19
Council Meeting
August 21
Statehood Day-Office Closed
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Welcome to
Preschool

MANOA VALLEY CHURCH PRESCHOOL
AUGUST 2009

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean nain your own under-
standing; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and kell make your ds
paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6

~

>,

Manoa Valley Church Preschool opens it's doors2andw and returning
students. They have been waiting anxiously to ctmschool. We ar
looking forward to a wonderful school year to sdeatvGod has in store fg'
us! On staff we have Sam Browning, Renee Torrésisha Ching an
Ally Ottiger. The teachers have been busy prepathie classrooms for the
new arrivals.

or
August will be a month of adjusting for everyon®ur days will be spent
getting acquainted, adjusting to routines, learmilagsroom and playgrou
rules, and making new friends. o
We would like to thank all of the Manoa Valley CbiarAngels for volun:
teering their time to come and help us with the tienge-year-old class,
they adjust to preschool. The staff and | thank g for helping our ne A
little crying ones adjust to school and nap times 8ypreciate the love, ex-
tra hands, and warm hugs.

We are also looking for volunteers to watch thddekn during nap time
(1:00-1:30 p.m.) on the last Thursday of each mowtiile the staff has a
monthly meeting and devotion time with Pastor Ararel Pastor Scott.
Please call Marilyn at 988-3271 ext. 119 if you Vablike to help us in this
way. '

Marilyn Payapaya
Preschool Director



Message from Pastor Anne

Manoa Manao

Arriving at the church building early on Sunday,
July 19, | was amazed at the transformation!
Less than 24 hours earlier, you couldn’t see
Ha'awale Place from the parking lot, because of
all the areca palms growing on the Ewa side of the
breezeway. The day before, about 20 people
ranging in ages from 3 to over 60 invested the
morning in clearing away lots of foliage around
the grounds. Each person contributed in a signifi-
cant and important way. A couple of brave souls
operated chain saws, many persons wielded clip-
pers of various sizes, some cut pieces of twine to
tie bundles, others swept up debris, and everyone
passed the time talking story. They had fun, fel-
lowship, and food in the process. Many hands, do-
ing a variety of tasks, accomplished in less than
four hours, what would have taken one or two
people the better part of several days to complete.
It was a work of art!

“Art is the process of elimination. The sculptor

produces the beautiful statue by chipping away
such parts of the marble block as are not
needed.” (Elbert Hubbar). | doubt very much that
any of those who came to help would consider
themselves artists, but one look at our grounds re-
veals the beauty of God’s creation.

The July workday provides a wonderful metaphor
of what will be happening on Saturday, August 1.
Leaders and other interested persons will be gath-
ering for a half-day retreat to listen, dream, and
discern together what God'’s vision and mission is
for Manoa Valley Church in this place and time.
They will take time to clear away some of the
clutter so that we can clearly see the big vision
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that God has for us. Each person’s gifts and per-
spectives will be needed. And together, with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will create a siepl
vision and mission to guide our ministries. Please
pray, and keep your eyes open for the beautiful
thing God can do in our midst.

To God Be All The Glory!
Pastor Anne

Coming This Fall: Adult Christian
Formation Opportunities

God is Still Speaking Through the Sunday
News — Meets outside the Coffee Bean and Tea
Leaf from 8:30 — 9:30 on Sunday mornings starting
on September 13. Come as you are able, bring
your Bible and a Sunday paper and share in conver-
sation about how our faith informs our daily lives.

Discipleship Through Bible Study — Meets
Thursdays 7 — 8:30 p.m. September — November
for an in-depth look at the book of Genesis. Must
register by August 16 through the Church Office.

Money Talks — Mid-September - October. A light-
hearted but important look at one of the more diffi
cult areas of our lives, especially in these tryiing
nancial times. Call the Church Office to register.
Date and time to be determined based on interest.

Lectionary Group - Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. -

10:15 a.m. Meet with the pastors to read, pray, and
reflect on what God might be saying to us through
the Bible texts selected for the following Sunday

Sermon.

The teaching of
the wiseis
a fountain

of life.




nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will ldeea

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39).

WARNING: LIVING IS EXTREMELY
This is the warning posted on the website for Sky- DANGEROUS. PARTNER WITH CHRIST.
dive Hawaii. | know this because our two nieces vi
iting from the mainland, left early this morningin Pastor Anne
Waikiki—and paid for the opportunity (?) to jump, i
tandem with a licensed Tandem Instructor, from an
airplane moving 120 mph and free fall over the
North Shore of Oahu. At that height you can sée al
of the major Hawaiian Islands (if you dare to open
your eyes), and once the parachute deploys (and
better!) you can enjoy a leisurely glide back td- Di
lingham Airfield (right!). The only upside —as é¢&
it — is the presence of that experienced instructor
who performs all the technical skills needed tal pul
the cord and direct you back to earth. And | would
bet that not one of those instructors has had & fat
plunge due to an unopened chute! Reflections by Pastor Scott

It struck me as | was praying for their safety this “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for |
morning that we probably know someone who feels am gentle and humble in heart.” Matthew 11:29
like they've been pushed out of an airplane, and
sense the earth rushing up to meet them. I'd gues| just opened up my devotional and these words
that’s what it feels like to be given a diagnodisne came to me from the Holy Spirit. It is important
curable cancer, or being told that your job hasnbe that we remember that prayer involves not just giv-
eliminated due to the economy, or that someone yoting thanks and asking, prayer is about listening
trusted has shattered your trust. with the “ear of the heart.” Listening invites hu-
mility in order to be attuned to voices other than
No one wants to make that sort of dive alone, and n my own and we are called to learn from them. Je-
one needs to, since we have Someone who is reac sus asks us to learn from Him, that we be meek and
to be in tandem with us. That someone is Jesas th humble in heart.
Christ, who “has passed through the heavens, Jesu
the Son of God. For we do not have a high priest From the time we are young children, we first learn
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses to listen to the words of our parents. Words that
but we have one who in every respect has beerdteste deeply touch, we take to heart. We keep words of
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore apgno  love and remember them.
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we reay r
ceive mercy and find grace to help in time of néed. We send our children to sleep with words like, “IT
(Hebrews 4:14-16). IS TIME TO GO TO BED AND GO TO SLEEP!”
These words the children remember in the morn-
The difference between Jesus and a licensed Tande ing. There is a simple ritual that can be done at
Instructor? No tandem instructor has ever died ancnight, before going to sleep. This is a ritual |
lived to tell about it. But Jesus has gone betmse- learned on a one-day workshop about Faith Inkuba-
through death into eternal life. And Jesus promise tors. My family has started doing this simple aitu
to never leave us or forsake us. The Apostle Pault takes a total of 10 minutes.
puts it this way, “I am convinced that neither deat (Cionted on Page 4)
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things preésen



Reflections by Pastor Scott
(Continued from Page 3)

We share our highs and lows of the day, what
liked and what we didn’t like about the day. The
we will read stories, talk about the story, anchtiwe
pray and send each other off to bed with a blessi
Our daughter is now starting to remember how mt
she is loved and is taking this ritual to her heart

Reflections of a Past Moderator, Part 2

Last time, we looked at the one word that
summarizes our relationship with Godbedience.
This time, we look at the one phrabat summarizes
our purpose and mission in life with God. Couldiyo
think of where it is in the Bible?

As we begin to welcome in a new year of Preschc
Afterschool Care and Sunday School, let

remember to learn from Jesus, be gentle and hun
in the ministry we do for Jesus as Manoa Vall
Church. As Christian people we are all called
learn from Jesus. We are able to learn from Jasu
we study the Bible. There is an opportunity toabe
part of the “God is still speaking” class at theff€e,

Tea and Bean Shop at Manoa Valley Market Place

One hint. We say it every Sunday in service.
Guaranteed. It's that important. Where is it?
Matthew 6:10. Look it up. Think long and hard
about it. Where in the service does it appearwBo
acknowledge our purpose collectively? Does it come
from ourselves personally?

Kahu Anne has a great DVD/discussion cour
called “Money Talks”. It is a five-week course thi
will assist people to understand money a
stewardship in our lives.

No matter who is the worship leader or who gives
the sermon, we are guarantetd say it EVERY
WORSHIP SERVICE ON SUNDAY. It's that
important. Meditate on it, and ask God for His
wisdom and new insight. Your understanding of
worship will be transformed to a new, higher level.
It will never be the same again.

“Discipleship Through Bible Study” will begin
again in the Fall. The Junior High Ministry wileb
coming together in the Fall—look fol

announcements regarding Fun Fridays. These_At the Sunday, July 5th service, Pastor Anne

gg%srxzdal,:oa{]z;?leI:]Oe%g:’;ﬂ']?nouvrveczgsﬁlzplfg' mentioned that the church has a vision/planning
willing to learn frorﬁ Jesus who r?elps us’be gen retreat for our church. on the morning of S.atl_eray,
and humble in heart always August 1. The question becomes: "Wh?.t is it t_hat

' you do, are doing, or need to do that is building
God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven?” What i

In Celebration of God’s glory, it in heaven that God wants done on earth?

Pastor Scott

What are you doing about it on Sunday morning to
make the Lord’s will happen? What are you doing
about it every day and during the week? On a
personal level, what do you have to refocus to
obediently accomplish God’s purpose in your life
that you utter each Sunday morning? Your God-
given purpose said in prayer becomes consideration
and input for what needs to take place in thedife
Manoa Valley Church. Please be a contributing part
of that workshop. It'll open doors for you in your
walk with God.

To God Be the Glory,
Ron Hashiro



The members of the Book Club, over the last

Christine Kaneshiro 8/01 months, have discussed such current books as, “The
Adam Miyamoto 8/01 Story of Edgar Sawtelle” by David Wroblewski
Car_ol Koga 8/07 (2008), “90 Minutes in Heaven by Don
Kerri Tenno. 8/08 Piper” (2004), “My Sister's Keeper” by Jodi Picoult
Yoshio Yu[qnaga 8/17 (2004), and “Honolulu” by Alan Brennert (2009). In
Angela Keith 8/20 June Mr. Brennert joined our discussion via speaker
Thepdore_ Isekawa 8/23 phone from California and added depth to our dis-
Gail Morimoto 8/25 cussion, and an understanding of his motivation for
Inga Park-Okuna 8/25 writing a novel about Korean picture brides. le th
Akiko Nosaka 8/28

past we have had two different authors join, in per
son, our discussion of their particular work.

The Book Club meets about once a month on a Sun-
day following church services. All members and
friends of Manoa Valley Church are welcome to join
us in Room 205 for lunch and fellowship as we dis-
cuss the learnings we obtained from reading the cho
sen book. Each of us perceives something a little
Workday, Saturday, July 18, 2009 different in our study. Study questions are distri
uted to everyone wishing to attend a particulartmee
Here's a big mahalo to all the volunteers—youn('N9- Please watch “The Rainbow Connection” and

and old, but able—who came out on Saturday mon the Sunday Bulletins for specific dates and the par
) ticular book we have elected to read.

ing to help spruce up the church grounds.

For further information please call Alice Murata

Although it rained intermittently, it did not quemc o
(988-2789), or Jean Grippin (988-7759).

the spirits of the approximately twenty volunteers
who eagerly trimmed back the palms adjacent to tf
breezeway, trimmed back the paperback trees alo Mahalo,
Haawale Place, and trimmed back some of the fol J6&n Grippin
age in the parking lot.

Not only did the volunteers labor for the churcht b
they also enjoyed the scrumptious snacks and lun
that was provided. Again | offer a sincere mahalo
all who came out.

To God Alone Be The Glory!
Jerry Hamada



| had the privilege to attend the 187th Aha Pa@ain

of the Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ

(HCUCC) at the Community Church of Honolulu, vi

along with Jean Grippen, Pastors Anne and Scott,

and Rod Chamberlain. The theme wes Wai

Ola, the Living water. Did you know that life-

giving spiritual water is a common theme in manyVe received a notice that Compassion International

Bible stories? Water flowed from the rock tois increasing the monthly support amount for spon-

guench the Israelites’ thirst as they wanderedhén t sored children from $32 to $38 per month, begin-

wilderness. The waters of the Jordan River weneing August 2009. This is because of the increased

used to heal the leprosy of Naaman, and Jeésassts of goods worldwide, and partly because of the

stepped into these same waters when he wag'bdxmm value of the U.S. dollar. -

tized. Water provides a tangible reflection of the tal-

one true Spirit who gives us life. Through usWe've decided to take up the challenge. This

God's Living water can flow for God’s purposesginmeans that the Journey to the son ohana needs to

our world. pay a little more per unit (family or individual0>)t
continue supporting Fa (Narintib Bureerat), ouf'b-

The Aha Pae’aina included business and finar%iabar-old sponsored girl in Thailand.

agendas, annual reports, workshops, and inspiring

prayers, singing, and sharing during worshipWe’ve supported Fa for two years already. Let's do

Manoa Valley Church was recognized for beinlg #& for another year! Journey to the Son children

“5 for 5” congregation, meaning that we generhave been writing letters to Fa throughout the year

ously support Our Church’s Wider Mission, andand we are learning about Thailand.

the four other special offerings in support of ute

ministries and missions during the year. MVC wa¥Ve kindly ask that the Journey to the Son ohana

also recognized for being a congregation that ircontribute $15 per “unit” that could be a family,

creased it's giving to Our Church’s Wider Missionper child (if you can afford it), or whatever mplg

during a recession. And MVC was recognized agf $15 the Spirit leads you to contribute.

one of 15 congregations in HCUCC that together

provide 60% of the support received by HCUCCwe need to collect $456 for one year’s supports plu

Wow! We almost got tired going forward threeg36 for birthday and Christmas gifts. If 33

times to receive special certificates. “units”contribute  $15 each, we’ll have enough
money to support Fa for one more year. Praise

Keoni Williams was elected as At-Large/YoungGod! They say it takes a village to raise a cHildt,

Adult representative to the HCUCC Council. Pasye say it takes a Sunday School with the heart of
tor Anne Findlay-Chamberlain was elected agesus.

Chair of the Formation Missional Team, and as

such also has a seat on the HCUCC Council. Please make checks payable to Manoa Valley
Church (contributions are tax-deductible) and write
| was inspired by the workshop I attended, “SavingCompassion International” on the memo line.
Water: “Greening Church Makeovers.” We wereDrop off your check at the church office, or see
challenged to be better stewards of God’s creatiQfbcelyn Kasamoto. All MVC members are wel-
by actively decreasing the use of water, recyclingsome to contribute too. For those of you who are

and saving electricity through compact fluorescerjew to Compassion International: http//compassion.
light bulbs and alternative energy sources. com/about/aboutus.htm.

Dot Endo, Moderator Jocelyn Kasamoto
6



Directory of Members and Friends Update

Please update your church directory information ¢
soon as possible! You may call the office or sto
by the bulletin board in the gym entryway and not
any changes there.

We are anxious to expand our email address lis
for both the Prayer Chain and for quick notificatio
of important information. For information speak tc
a Deacon or send an email inquiry to syame
moto@hawaiiantel.net.

Mahalo,

Sue Yamamoto
Chair, Board of Deacons

THANKS to all of you who have graciously given
plants and garden items for the Plant Booth in pa
years. This year, | am asking more of you to “ste
up to the plate” and be counted. There are mai
things that you can contribute if potting plantg ar
not on your agenda! Cuttings of flowers placed i
containers of water; Heliconias, Anthuriums, ant
the beautiful Gingers that | know are in a lot o
your yards. There are all kinds of herbs that yo
could package, label, and price. Don’t forgetitact

This year, we will have information on growing
vegetables and container gardening along wit
some reference materials.

THINK GREEN!! GROW SOMETHING!

Mahalo,
Kathy Payne

Prayer By St. Francis of Assisi

You are holy, Lord, the only God,
and Your deeds are wonderful.
You are strong.
You are great.
You are the Most High.
You are Almighty.

You, Holy Father are King of heaven and earth.
You are Three and One, Lord God, all Good.
You are Good, all Good, supreme Good,
Lord God, living and true.

You are love. You are wisdom.
You are humility. You are endurance.
You are rest. You are peace.
You are joy and gladness.

You are justice and moderation.
You are all our riches, and You suffice for us.

You are beauty.
You are gentleness.
You are our protector.
You are our guardian and defender.

You are our courage. You are our haven and oue.hop
You are our faith, our great consolation.
You are our eternal life, Great and Wonderful Lord,

God Almighty, Merciful Savior.

Safe Church Update

Sunday, August 16, 2009
10:30 a.m.—Noon
Manoa Valley Church

This mandatory annual training class is for allsgnavho
work with children. Sunday School teachers angb-el
ers, youth workers, etc. Call the church officedgis-

ter by Wednesday, August 12. Questions! Plealle ca
Pastor Scott.
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August 2009

Sunday, August 30, 2009 at Manoa Valley Church
10:30 a.m.—Noon

Highly recommended for all who share the great blesng and responsibility of helping
with Children’s Moments in our worship service. Whether you are an “old hand” at
Children’s Moments, or think it is something you’'d be willing to try, this training is
for you. Call the church office to register by Wediesday, August 26. Questions! Call

Pastor Scott.



2009 Lectionary & Worship

August 2, 2009
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching

Readings: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51:1-1.

Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35

August 9, 2009

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Scott Hirano, preaching

Readings: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33;
Psalm 130;
Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35541

August 16, 2009
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Reading: 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14;
Psalm 111;
Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58

August 23, 2009
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Readings: 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43
Psalm 84;
Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69

August 30, 2009
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Readings: Song of Solomon 2:8-13;
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9;
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15
21-23

August 2
Worship Leader: Sue Akau-Naki

Ushers: Rose Niimoto & Ted Isekawa

Greeter: Aki Williams

Reader: Gwyen Nosse

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Nobue Izutsu, Florence Tsuda,
Janet Horinouchi

Children’s Moments: Mary McVicker

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki

August 9

Worship Leader: Carrie Glenn

Ushers: Rose Niimoto & Ted Isekawa

Greeter: Aki Williams

Reader: Elan Giddings

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: Carrie Glenn, Nancy Taba, Gayle Ohashi

Children’s Moments: Sam Browning
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Lahela Naki
Auqgust 16
Worship Leaders: Sue Akau-Naki
Ushers: Aki Williams & Keoni Williams
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Earl Yonehara
Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro
Child Care: Jerry Hamada, Catherine Miyahira,
Alison Kawamoto
Children’s Moments: Melanie Ching
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/
Kristen Glenn
August 23
Worship Leader: Laura Glenn
Ushers: Ann Haioka & Clinton Haioka
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Bertha Fujioka
Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning
Child Care: Susanne & David Shimabukuro
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Clinton Haioka/
Mari Kunihisa
August 30
Worship Leader: Sam Browning
Ushers: Ann Haioka & Clinton Haioka
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Milton Oshiro
Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira
Children’s Moments: Pastor Scott
Child Care: Carrie & Scott Seu, Carolyn Okinaga
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Clinton Haioka/
Mari Kunihisa



