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Mission Statement
Equipping—through worship, care,
fellowship, spiritual growth
and discipleship training.

Reaching the world-through sharing
the gospel in word and deed, servin
human needs with the love of Chrisi

supporting world missions.

Calendar Highlights

September 7
Labor Day Holiday
September 9
Trustees Meeting
September 13
Sunday School starts at 8:30 a.ir
Worship is at 10:00 a.m.
September 16
Council Meeting
September 20
Sunday School Staff Dedication
Deacons Coffee Hour
September 21
Newsletter Deadline
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September 13, 2009

First Day of Journey to the Son
Orientation and Registration

ds
Welcome (back) to Sunday School! Journey to the Sarts again on Sep-
tember 13th and meets almost every Sunday from &:80—9:40 a.m,
through May. All are welcome to join us! Inviy@ur friends! Learre
about God, Jesus Christ, the Bible, and so muclkemor .

ks
Children from preschool to grade 5 are welcomeio journey to the Son.
Former Lay Associate, Charlotte Walters named thnied8y School Chil-
dren “Journey to the Son” —that's S-O-N, as in 3&shrist. or

5
(Sixth graders will join the middle school Sundagh8ol group taught by
Kathy and Ron Lee.) 1d

0
Children and parents, please meet in the sanctrar$eptember 13th at
8:30 a.m. for orientation. Registration will foloorientation. Y,

at
Parents: please bring medical, health insurarmapd and emergency cofy-
tact information for registration.

Everyone is encouraged to support our Compassiternitional child,
Narintib Bureerat (nickname Fa), from Thailandede include a check for
$15 payable to Manoa Valley Church with “Compasdimternational” on
memo line. If only 33 “families” contribute, todetr we can support Fa for
another year! Our monthly support enables Fa te laaChristian education
and opportunities to release her from poverty.

(Continued on Page 2)



Journey to the Son
(Continued from Page 1)

Contributions are tax deductible. For more infor-
mation, see http://www.compassion.com.

We're grateful and blessed to have our returning
team of dedicated, faithful teachers and helpers:

Preschool & K—Joanne Funasaki, Patsy Okuda,
Jan Khil.

Grades 1-3-Dawna and Jason Emoto, Courtney
and Shelby Hamada.

Grades 4-5—Lauren and Kristen Kawachi, Frank

Pepe. Message From Pastor Anne

Music Ministry —Ruth Komatsu, Karen Hamada. Manoa Manao

Team Coordinators—Maizie Okimoto, Jocelyn

Kasamoto. . September marks the beginning of fall schedules,
Helpers- Anne Haioka, Alene Nakasone, Amy and traditional return to school after the LaboyDa
Matsuno, Florence Sato. holiday. As a school girl, Labor Day was a para-

dox to me started in the US in 1882 as a day off
for working citizens it was one day of reprieve

before the beginning of the whole long school year.
Labor Day, in my mind, was Beginning Day.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength. Hee
commandments that | give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie down and when
you get up.” Deuteronomy 6:5-7.

For Jewish peopleRosh Hashanah which liter-

ally means, “Head of the Year” - will begin this
year on September 18 and last for two days. It is
To God Alone Be The Glory, the time of new beginnings the first day of the
Jocelyn Kasamoto Jewish year, the anniversary of the creation of
Adam and Eve, and their first actions toward the
realization of humankind’s role in God’s world. It
emphasizes our dependence on God as our creator
and sustainer, and God’'s dependence on us as the
ones who make God’s presence known and felt in
the world. It is also the anniversary of human-
kind's first sin, and repentance. It is marked bg t
blowing of theshofar(ram’s horn), which signifies

the coronation of God as King and is also the call
to Ten Days of Repentance which ends with the
Day of Atonement Yom Kippur.”

| will celebrate this Labor Day with a new titanium
hip, and while | am not looking forward to the hard
work of physical therapy, | am looking forward to

“No, Henry. The Feeding of the Five the new beginning of relief from pain and return to
Thousand' is not another one of the activities | love.
the pastor’s fish stories.”

(Continued on Page 3)




Manoa Manao
(Continued from Page 2)

Adult Christian Formation Opportunities
This Fall

This Labor Day also marks a new beginning for God is Still Speaking—Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to
Manoa Valley Church as we make the Vision that 9:30 a.m. on the lanai outside The Coffee Bean and

God has given us into reality. You will hear more Tea Leaf. Bring a Bible, a Sunday newspaper, and
about this Vision in the next weeks and months. Ona beach chair and join us when you are able.
August 1, 25 members of Manoa Valley Church
gathered in the sanctuary to listen to God and-creaLectionary Bible Study  Thursday mornings,
tively picture the future God has for our congrega- from 9:00 — 10:00 a.m. Meet with the pastors to
tion. Several phrases leapt out: Passionate Worsh read, pray, and reflect on what God might be say-
Intentional Faith Development, Risk Taking Out- ing to us through the Bible texts selected for the
reach and Active Missions, and Radical Hospitality; following Sunday’s Sermon.
all centered on God.

Bible Institute of Hawaii - Exodus: Do you know
We have a God who is still speaking, and who I§ sti God? - Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., Sep 17 - Nov 5 (8
creating new things, new beginnings. New begin- weeks) $35, taught by Mr. Clive Cowell.
nings can be scary, almost always mean change, ar

always require our participation. As we move into
this new year, it is my prayer that we will “layide
every weight and the sin that clings so closelyd an
let us run with perseverance the race that is set b
fore us.” (Hebrews 12:1) As followers of Christe w
can count on the “steadfast love of the Lord (which

Our Church’s Wider Mission — Learn more about
the way our money is used for ministry throughout
the world through the United Church of Christ’s
OCWM. Two ministry experts from the UCC na-
tional office will join us for a time to talk stognd
learn on Saturday, September 26, from 9 — 11 a.m.

never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; th¢Call the Church Office to sign up.
are new every morning, great is God’s faithful-
ness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23 paraphrased). What's It All About - Learn more about what it
means to live as a community of faith as part of
Manoa Valley Church — Saturday, October 24,
from 9 =11 a.m.. Call the Church Office to regis-
Pastor Anne had hip replacement surgery on Augus ter.
24, and will be on medical leave anticipated td las
through September 25th. Pastor Scott will be assum Discipleship Through Bible Study, Genesis —
ing her duties until her return. After office heyr  Thursdays from 7 — 8:30 p.m., October 22 —January
and in the event of an emergency, he can be reache 14, 2010 (off November 26th, December 24th and
via his cell phone at 808-343-4482. Your prayerds an December 31st). Cost for workbook is $10. Please
letters are much appreciated! call the church office to register by September 25
so that materials can be ordered.

Pastor Anne’s Medical Leave

Sunday, August 30th Pastor Scott will be

preaching. Evangelism Re-imagined Day and time to be de-
Sunday, September fRev. Diane Weible, Associ- termined. Keep your eyes posted on the Sunday
ate Conference Minister for Stewardship and the bulletin to learn more about this.

Oahu Association, will be preaching.

Sunday, September 13th Melanie Ching will be
preaching.

Sunday, September 20Rev. Susy Gaffney, one of Perhaps you've heard talk about the Space Plan-
our new members, a certified UCC Christian Educa- ning Committee’s work. The church had a success-
tor, and a Chaplain with Pacific Health Ministries, ful Building Drive from 2002 2007. The monies

will be preaching. given have been put to good use, in ways you may

Capital Campaign

(Conied on Page 4)



Capital Campaign
(Continued from Page 3)

have noticed and in ways that are not as readsijpha.

A new roof was put on the gym, and the sound syst
in the sanctuary was upgraded. Our audio vic
ministry has been using projected words and pistu
for the past 14 months, and we have a new laptdp
software to increase our capabilities and improuve «
visuals. Quotes are being solicited to finish ti
sanctuary lighting upgrade. None of this would éna

been possible without the cheerful and generc
donations of our congregation. For you yourselves have been taught by God to love

one anothef (1° Thessalonians 4:9).

Some projects were not completed, while sor
necessary but unplanned expenses have been ineur | just spent the morning at a Pacific Health Miryist
such as resurfacing the parking lot. Incomple (PHM) Graduation for the Chaplains at Pohai Nani
projects include: adding an elevator to make theeup Good Samaritan Retirement community in Kaneohe.
rooms of the gym accessible for all, razing thegeste | was filled with a lot of memories sitting there
and replacing it with a multipurpose room. Therchu saying to myself, “I just gave the graduation addre
office was not expanded to make it more welcomi a year ago”, as our own member Susy Gaffney was
and to provide more workspace. speaking to this year's class about the experiences
_ they all had. The ceremony was very simple and
The Space Planning Task Force has been hard at \filled with laughter, tears and good memories @fith

for the past 18 months looking at ways to compl¢journey in Clinical Pastoral Education and Pacific
those projects, as well as some new projects, 88clyga|th Ministry.

having the church offices be together for ease
communication and safety, and having space for
seniors to meet including accessible lavatories.

Reflections By Pastor Scott

As the graduation was going on, | was reminded
about how each of the chaplains and staff members
of PHM is there to teach one another to love. This
group of graduates share with us how God’s love
carried them and can carry us through the tough
church Council for review. After those steps, gla times and good times of life’'s journey. We are all
will go before the congregation for discussion a t2Ught by God to love one another from the depths o
review, and with congregational approval, a Capi OUr being. God teaches us to love and accept others
Campaign will be launched to meet the financialdsee N0 Matter where we are on life’s journey. At the
for the improvements. This will be your chance graduation there were many prayers said, and each
participate in the future of Manoa Valley Churchiias prayer given concluded with the words, “in the name
meets the needs of its members and the community. of love”.

Once these plans have been completed, incluc
construction drawings and cost estimates, the Bofrc
Trustees will review the plans and send them otiné¢o

A Capital Campaign Steering Committee wiThe word love is in my mind because the After

appointed by the Church Council, and is workir School Care ministry of Manoa Valley Church is

closely with Pastor Anne to do the preliminary wolworking on a banner representing theuits of the

for such a Campaign. The members include Cathe Spirit (Galatians 5: 22-23. In the month of August, |

Miyahira representing the Council, Kristen Kawac focused on the WOfd, “Love” so for three weeks |

representing the Board of Trustees, and Gerala @ait shared with the children examples of love from
a member-at-large. Any questions can be addréese gcripture. For the month of September | am focusing
Pastor Anne. on the second fruit of the spirit thatJisy.

To God Be All The Glory! of@inued on Page 5)
Pastor Anne



Reflections By Pastor Scott
(Continued from Page 4)

As the words love and joy appear for me, | realize

am completing my first year with you as Acting As-

sociate for Family, Children and Youth here a

Manoa Valley Church. Manoa Valley Church is &

place where you can learn and grow in your faitl “In the last days, God says, | will pour out my 1®pi
were you are accepted with love and welcomed wit on all people, Your sons and daughters will proph-
joy into the Body of Christ not matter where yoe ar esy, Your young men will see visions, Your old men
on life’s journey. This Church is generous in thewill dream dreams.” Acts 2:17

ways you share your love and serve with joy eac

and every day. May we continue to be taught by Gc These words from a sermon Peter gave on the day of

and love one another to God be the glory. Pentecost also describe what happened at the Yision
. Mission retreat held on August 1, 2009, from
In the name of Christ’s love, 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon, attended by 20-25 members.

We were honored to have Dr. Rod Chamberlain as
our facilitator.

Pastor Scott
| attended the retreat; curious not only about what
dreams and visions God is calling MVC to embrace
as we look to the future, but also curious to know
more about what God sees in me: Am | a once-a-
week worship person, only on Sundays? Do | have
God in my life during the week? How is God using
me?

You will hear more about the vision that is emeggin

in the weeks and months to come, and a summary is
available on our website. In the meantime, | hope
you ask yourself the questions | asked myself, for

Matthew Lau 9/03 God works through us to change the world.
Carrie Okinaga 9/09
Carter Uechi 9/13 To God Be All The Glory,

Dot Endo, Moderator

Kenji Nakano 9/15
Susan Nishida 9/15
Ethan Fujioka 9/17
Daniel Fujikawa 9/25
Marion Hata 9/27
Laura Kanda 9/27
Grace Nishimura 9/28

Harvest Fair Gift Shop

Harvest Fair is on November 7th, only 2 %2 months
away. How are you doing with your three T's?
(Time, Talent, Treasure?). If you can use some fab
ric, please see Jane Nakabayashi. Mahalo!



of what others may feel and say. The church has
done well, based on the Moderators and other
leaders stepping forward and responding to the call
of Jesus, and bringing others to respond. And
teaching it is very important. To get more out of
life than what we simply receive from others. We
have an obligation to teach the next generatiomi or
things will simply not happen.

Reflections of a Past Moderator, Part 3 | miss being with you in worship, whether it is in
leading worship, leading in song, or sitting in the
First, we looked at the one word that summarize$1,000 front row seats” each Sunday. (If you won-
our relationship with God ©bedience Next, we der why | sit there each Sunday, it is very simple.
looked at the one phrasleat summarizes our pur- Nothing comes between me and worshipping our
pose and mission in life with God Building € Lord Jesus.)
God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven To-" I
day, we take a look at the one approazlife that But it will be only for a few weeks till | returg,_
Jesus'’ life offers as an example. And, | will return, being transformed again with,a
new understanding by responding to God’s call and
Each Christmas, we celebrate Jesus’ birth. We redll in the world and marketplace. Truly, to God)b
member his death on Resurrection Sunday. ptlte glory and blessings be upon the Lord.
happened in between? S
By Ron Hashiro
What was the first act of Jesus as recorded in the
Bible? We see the account in Luke 2:41-2:52. IWe
see another early account in Mark 1:21-22.

Each of us is called to teach and demonstrte
God’'s word, with teaching, and demonstration in
our lives. We cannot experience God’s transform-
ing miracles in our lives if we do not go out, seek
ing God’s call, and responding to the situation at
hand. Jesus’ miracles as evidenced in our lives
cannot happen if we do not open our lives, our
time, our energy to Him. And, we cannot teach
with authority if we have not seen and understood
God's transformational power in our life.

Said another way.....if there was a court trial for

the charge that you were a Christian, would the

jury be persuaded by evidence presented by othersBible Institute of Hawaii Presents:
that you live and teach and accomplish the word of Exodus: Do you know God?
God? Is your life testimony to the existence and

transforming power of Jesus? Responding to God’s Thursdays, 9-11 a.m.

will is most important. Both times | served as September 17 to November 5, 2009
Moderator, | felt I was not yet prepared, knowl- (8 weeks)

edgeable and experienced enough for the task at $35.00 per person

hand. | was not asked by the Nominating Commit- At Manoa Valley Church

tee per se. | was asked by God. Yet | took on Upper Room

God'’s will knowing that He would be near to guide Instructor: Mr. Clive Cowell

me as to what He wants accomplished — regardless
6



This year we will continue to explore what “The N&éin

try of Musi¢’ means - to our members and friends in the
pew to whom we offer our gifts of music, to eachusf

as individual participants in the choir, and to tteam”
that collectively creates the beautiful music a tu

Oli Singers. And most importantly, to God.

Caring for one another is one of the most importai Choir rehearsals begin on Tuesday, September 1 at
gifts that we can give. It is central to our Chast 7:00 p.m.in the sanctuary of the church. We rehearse
faith. We recognize that many of us are in the rolfor about an hour and a half. We have some fun, we
of caregiver to a parent, spouse, or sibling. Thsing some songs, we laugh some more, we praise God
Deacons invite anyone with a caregiver's concerwe sing some more songs. And we pray. And we pray
to a coffee hour on September™during the edu- some more. And we would love to have yoin us!
cation hour. Whether you currently provide care fo You don’t have to read music. No pressure. Nesstr
a loved one, have in the past or anticipate a éutu The Ministry of Music also includes the Praise Team
need, we would like to hear from you. Come tcthose folks - including our piano and organ players
hear, discuss and pray for concerns and learn we Catherine and Reggie - who lead the singing on &und
that the church can support our caregivers. mornings. We rehearse at 6:30 on Tuesday evenings
(beginning Tuesday, September 1st), and would fove
A Directory insert of updates will be distributadl i you to join us if you are so moved to be a parthef
September. Please call in any demographic chan¢ Praise Team. Do you play guitar, saxophone, flute,
to the church office as soon as possible for inclt banjo, ukulele, etc.? Please let me know about tha
sion in this important update. you play the piano or organ, and feel moved to ey
a worship service? Please let me know about that.

A full Membership Directory will not be repub-

lished until Summer 2010. When David organized temple music with official ko

of singers and instrumentalists, he knew the pdawat
music played in worship. We invite you to join isvee
work to enhance our worship together through oteref
ings of music and praise.

Mabhalo,
Sue Yamamoto
Chair, Board of Deacons

O for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeamer’
praise.

The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His
grace.

Glory to God and praise and love, Be ever, eveemiv

By saints below and saints above, The Church ithear
and heaven.

The Ministry of Music By Leah Young
And what of music?

Music has always played an important part in th
worship of God’s people. Every redemptive act ¢
God calls for praise and adoration and in its mo:
beautiful expression, this is offered in song. iGys
unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marve
ous things.”
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2009 Lectionary & Worship

September 6, 2009

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Diane Weible, preaching

Readings: Proverbs 22:1-2, Psalm 125;
James 2:1-10, 11-13, 14-17;
Mark 7: 24-37

September 13, 2009

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Melanie Ching, preaching

Readings: Proverbs 1:20-33; Psalm 19;
James 3:1-12;
Mark 8:27-38

September 20, 2009
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Susy Gaffney, preaching
Readings: Proverbs 31: 10-31; Psalm 1;
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8;
Mark 9:30-37

September 27, 2009 '
26st Sunday in Ordinary Time

(To Be Announced)

Readings: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10,9:20-22;
Psalm 124;
James 5:13-20;
Mark 9:38-50

September 6

Worship Leader: Laura Glenn

Ushers: Agnes Hirotsu, Margaret Murakami

Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Nancy Higa

Accompanist: Leah Young

Child Care: Dianne Ishida, Joanne Funasaki,
Sue Yamamoto

Children’s Moments: Pastor Scott

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Natalie

& Marissa Kwon
September 13

Worship Leader: Sue Yamamoto

Ushers: Agnes Hirotsu & Margaret Murakami

Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Marissa Kwon

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Jolene Yoshioka, Dawna Emoto,
Lauren Kawachi, Kristen Kawachi

Children’s Moments: Wilfred Higa

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Natalie

& Marissa Kwon
September 20

Worship Leaders: Les Miyamoto
Ushers: Dianne Ishida & Bev Yuen
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Sonya Hirano
Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro
Child Care: Wade & Erin Tokoro
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/
Kristen Glenn
September 27

Worship Leader: Keoni Williams
Ushers: Dianne Ishida & Bev Yuen
Greeter: Aki Williams
Reader: Kristen Kawachi
Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning
Child Care: Alva Yamaguchi, Marilyn Nakayama,
Mary Nakamura
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/
Kristen Glenn



HAVE A SPLISH SPLASHING GOOD TIME!
Saturday, September 12, 2009
9:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Bus departs MVC at 9:15 a.m.
MVC Family, Friends, Afterschool Care & Preschool
Price: $22.95 per person (all ages)
(Children under 12 years must be accompanied by aadult)
Turn in your registration form and money to MVC Off ice
Deadline: September 6, 2009
Enjoy Waterslides, Wave pool, Lazy river,
Food, Fun & Fellowship!

Wet ‘n’ Wild Hawaii
REGISTRATION FORM

Youth under 18 attending without a parent also rieesibmit a parental consent form, available fthen
MVC Office or for download at http://manoavalleychh.org/weeklynews/permission.pdf

Lunch will be provided. We encourage all to rile bus, provided by MVC. Bus departs MVC at 9:15
m. and returns at 5:00 p.m. PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAMA TO MANOA VALLEY CHURCH. Any
guestions? Call Gary Archuleta at 341-7804




