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Mission Statement
Equipping—through worship, care,
fellowship, spiritual growth
and discipleship training.

Reaching the world-through sharing
the gospel in word and deed, servin
human needs with the love of Chrisi

supporting world missions.

Calendar Highlights

December 12

Manoa Valley Christmas Parade
December 16

Preschool Christmas Program
December 20

Christmas Sunday Service
December 24

Christmas Eve Candlelight

Service
December 31

New Year's Eve
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Radical...

Manoa Manao

Advent is a time of waiting for the coming of Christ.

If you are like me, waiting can be hard. | get atipnt
waiting in line at the grocery store, waiting forred

light to change to green, waiting in waiting roofos

appointments, waiting for the toast to pop up, ingit
for God to answer certain prayers, waiting for €hto

come and make all things right.

We are facing economic challenges not seen in éscad
diseases that can take the life of otherwise hgalth
young persons, climate changes, earthquakes and-tsu
mis and typhoons, wars and civil unrest. Someuwf o
oldest members are passing on to life eternal viltiede
creation is groaning and things seem upside down.

The Shona people of Zimbabwe have the following
name for God: Chipindikuré which means ‘the One
who turns things upside down.” That title is pawtarly
fitting as we approach Christmas, for with the mmea
tion (God becoming human in Jesus), God really did
turn things upside down! Imagine initiating youamto
redeem all of creation through the agency of alass
infant, born in lowly circumstances, and annountoed
group of shepherds. While all of Israel waited tloe
arrival of a king to fix all the things that wereramg
with humanity, God became one of us, and one wsth u
to fix things from the inside out, from the bottam.
Jesus’ birth among the least and His ministry oldst
turned the whole world upside down.

While you are waiting this Advent, look for Chriti
show up where you least expect him in our topsyytur
world. He still comes to us in lowly circumstances
through the least and the lost, and works fromirikele
out to right the world.

To God Be The Glory

Pastor Anne

Peace and Goodwill To All People

Do you ever notice that at Christmas time people
seem to be more friendly than usual? In the cheitk o
counters in many of the stores, you will hear peopl
say, “Happy Holidays” or “Merry Christmas” and
have a great smile on their faces. Seems likehtgis
pens only once a year—kind of like singing all the
familiar Christmas Carols and then it comes around
the next year. This always causes me to ponder and
say, “How come this always has to happen only once
a year?” “Shouldn’'t we always be like Mary and glo-
rify the Lord and have our spirit rejoice alwaysJier

sus Christ?”

When Christ entered the world according to the Gos-
pel of Luke: Jesus is born in a lowly manger, with
seph, Mary, Shepherds, Angels and animals sur-
rounding him, Christ came to transform the world
with love. Christ entered the world so that we aivke

to do the work of peace and goodwill among all peo-
ple. This is not easy work to do because we do get
frustrated with other people. We lose our patience
standing in line when the cashier is having prolslem

| just witnessed this at the McDonalds in Manod tha
lost power this morning. Sonya and | were the last
ones to get served and they had to close down. The
cashiers were frustrated and they tried to smile in
serving us at a very frustrating time. Very diffiicto
show goodwill to all people when people are frus-
trated or angry for situations they can’t control.

The Gospel of Jesus gives us a blueprint on how we
are to love our neighbor in a busy and complicated
world in which we live.

Christ made a point of seeking and recognizing the
brokenhearted and disenfranchised people of his day
Jesus called fishermen to help him in the minisfry
bringing good will to all people. Jesus healed the
sick, the lame and the blind. He took value in mee
ing with prostitutes and tax collectors. He helpdd
people to find value in themselves.

(Continued on Page 3)



Intentional...

Reflections By Pastor Scott
(Continued from Page 2)

Manoa Valley Church values the ministry that Jesus
Christ calls us to do. We value our children andti.
The youth will be leading the Advent Candle ligigtin
liturgies this month. Our youth will be going tarp
from the 26th—29th at Camp Puu Kahea.

| pray that this Christmas 2009 while you are ie th
check out lines at the grocery store or at youpifiaw
stores buying “things” take time to recognize tfzdth

is a decision. Faith is something that you valuleatT
good will towards all people is a series of decisithat
work themselves out, not just in the temporary dai
cheer, and in the details of everyday life.

To God be the Glory,

Pastor Scott

Birthdays In December

Carter Kojima 12/1
Conner Kojima 12/1
Shelby Hamada 12/6
Julie Khil 12/8
Alysia Uilani Archuleta 12/12
Gerald Saito 12/14
Ayano Okamura 12/15
Alialani Yamafuji 12/16
Arthur Lee 12/17
Takeo Fujikawa 12/18
Kristen Kawachi 12/18
Jaclyn Khil 12/21
Jason Uechi 12/27
Laurie Okinaga 12/29
Roger Au 12/30

Beginning in January 2010, we will no longer be
doing birthday listings. Thank you.

As this issue of the Rainbow Connection goes to
press, the members of the Manoa Valley Church Book
Club have not yet determined our next meeting date
or the book we will be discussing. This will be-d
cided at our meeting scheduled for November 29th.
However, we invite all interested people to havechu
with us and to attend our meetings. For furthésrin
mation, please call Jean Grippin (988-7759) or dlic
Murata (988-2789).

Everybody loves a Christmas Parade! Join the fun
and festivities, reach out to our neighbors andig@ar
pate in the Manoa Valley Community Parade! MVC
friends and families will walk the parade routeSat-
urday, December 12th. A yummy potluck dinner in
the gym will follow! Wear something festive and
meet at the church promptly at 4:30 p.m., parade
starts at 5 p.m. Parade spectators are also weltmm
come for dinner which will take place rain or sHine
Questions, call the church office.



Passionate...

The Deacon’s Ministry thanks you, all the members
and friends of MVC, for your generosity and loving
support of our annual Thanksgiving Basket Outreach
ministry. The recipients of your generosity are th

December 2009 is my last month as your Moderator clients of the following community programs: UCC

for Manoa Valley Church. Transition House, Salvation Army Ka ‘Ohu Hou O
Manoa and the Waikiki Health Center’'s Project Care-

As | look back to when | became your new Moderato A-Van. Homeless people, women and children in

in January 2008, | had no qualifications or expezée transition are helped by your gifts. Many folksaor

for the position. | needed to rely on God’s guican local community will have a more blessed holiday

and all of you at MVC to help me. As a nurse, theseason because of your generosity. Please cortbnue

priority is to care for the most critical patierfisst pray for these community programs and their

before the non-urgent patients. That experiencpeldel associated ministries.

me as your Moderator. | tried to discern what wa

important for MVC and to categorize my priorities. The Basket Project is a result of the cooperatioekw
of several of our ministries. The Missions, Wogshi

In the past 2 years, MVC has grown in the spirithef Deacons, Journey to the Son teachers and children

Lord with retreats, Bible classes, and with thetiiowr  pulled it all together and in turn received more

feel | have also grown so much spiritually. | almser  blessings than they were able to give.

to the Lord, relying on Him to guide me with wisdom

in all the meetings and concerns of the church. el To God Alone Be the Glory!

helped me tremendously, with my crazy work schedul

at the hospital, frequent trips to Californ@allenging Sue Yamamoto

Bible classes on Thursday evenings, and Churc Chair

meetings. God still gave me lots of time to swiglax ~ Board of Deacons

and enjoy the close fellowship and friendship wath

of you at MVC, knowing that we all trust and lovero

Lord.

To all of you at MVC, thank you for your supportdan

encouragement during my two years as you

Moderator. As | move on, | will continue to trusica

rely in God. God has called me to continue to serv

MVC through the Deacon’s Ministry. Please suppor Many thanks to those who donated produce to the

our new Moderator, Earl Yonehara. Harvest Fair Produce Booth this year. | am tolddick
so much better this year thanks to all your domatio
“Give thanks to the Lord We had a good variety of produce including banana,
call on His name; bay leaves, orange, watercress, Chinese parstagnle
make known among the nations corn, avocado, jabon, string beans, carrot, eggal
what He has done. FChronicles 16:8 cucumber. Thank you for all your donations. God
Bless!

Dot Endo, Moderator . )
Dianne Ishida



Radical...

“For God so loved the world that He gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall no
perish but have eternal life.” -John 3:16

Our scripture memory verse for December is Joh
3:16. The Lord gave us His one and only Son, Jest
on Christmas some 2000 years ago. We celebrate .
sus’ birthday on Christmas. Happy Birthday, Jesus!

And we prepare for His coming during Advent, the
four Sundays before Christmas. The first Sunday i
Advent was November 29th this year. Remembe
the reason for the season—Jesus.

Journey to the Son will sing at worship serviceDen
cember 13th at 10 a.m. Please invite family an
friends! There will be Sunday School as usual the
day at 8:30 a.m. Please wear red or green, ifiless

A recap of November: we all enjoyed the Harves
Fair on Saturday, November 7th. Hope you had fu
on the bouncer and other games and had enough
eat (fried noodles, chili, hot dogs, hamburgerakeo
ies, etc.) and things to buy (mango chutney, preduc
plants, clothes, white elephant items, etc. ) Kido
the hardworking MVC church family for putting on
this annual event.

On November 15, we collected gift-filled shoe boxe:
for Operation Christmas Child. Journey to the Sor
the youth, After School Care families, and congrege
tion members lovingly filled shoe boxes with gifts
specially selected for a needy child in a foreignre
try. Imagine, never ever receiving a Christmas pre
sent in your life. Our shoe boxes will be disttdxul
through Samaritan’s Purse to such a child as thi
Thank you everyone who participated in Operatiol
Christmas Child. We hope to make it an annuai+rad
tion.

Continuing another tradition, on November 22 Jour-
ney to the Son, the youth, and congregation made
Thanksgiving gift baskets for the homeless beach
people serviced by CARE-A-VAN, families at the
UCC Transition Home and mothers/families at the
Salvation Army Transitional Facility in Manoa.
Thank you everyone for the empty baskets and items
to fill them. Thanks to the Deacons for coordingti
the project.

During Thanksgiving worship service, we were
blessed by the singing of Journey to the Son and
soloists, Carter and Conner Kojima and Logan
Uechi. Thank you Miss Ruth (Komatsu) forttiai
fully teaching the children and sharing your gift o
music.

Hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving dinner,
counted your blessings and gave thanks to our Lord.
What an awesome God we have! He is always with
us and provides for our needs (not our wants), and
has perfect timing.

There is no Sunday School on December 20 and

December 27. Please join us for worship seraice
10 a.m. on Sundays with your family. Don’t miss
Christmas Eve Candlelight service on December

24th at 7 p.m. Journey to the Son will resume on

January 3 at 8:30 a.m. Have a Merry Christmas an

a safe and Happy New Year!

Jocelyn Kasamoto
Journey to the Son



Intentional...

The waters of life and the baptism are represehted

the blue and green colored glass as the base efithe

dow. Criss-crossing diagonal lines form the straofds
fish net, an interpretation of Matthew 13:47 - “Aga
the kingdom of heaven is like a net which is thranto

the sea and gathered fish of every kind”.

What do you do while you wait? And what do you do
while you wait for Sunday morning worship to begin?
During this Advent season, we invite you to takenso
time as you are waiting to be quiet. Focus on whbat
see and hear and feel, and allow your spirit tavsio
down from the hectic pace of the Christmas seasgn t
reconnect with the Spirit of God. It is our hopattthe
information below on the meaning of Advent, and the
symbolism of our stained glass window will draw xpu
into the presence of God.

Advent is the four-week-long church season of exé?c
tant waiting and preparation for the birth of Chrisd-
vent comes from the Latin womtventuswhich means$
“coming”. Adventusis the Latin translation of the
Greek wordparousiaoften used in reference to the sec-
ond coming of Christ. Thus during the season of IAd
vent, we wait and prepare not only for the annedg-
bration of the birth of Christ, but also for thahé when, f,
Christ will return and restore all things.

While most people associate the colors Red andrGree
with Christmas, the Church uses Purple for the tsanc
ary decorations. This is the color of penitence ast-

ing as well as the color of royalty to welcome tha
vent of the King. On Christmas Eve, the color cleng
to white to represent the purity of Christ.

During the four Sundays of Advent this year, yougimi
notice purple cloths draped from various parts hef t
sanctuary. You might also notice that the altdl e
temporarily moved to the side so that the full ieag
our stained glass window is visible.

Our stained glass was designed by Honolulu stained
glass artist Erica Karawina and has many symbolic
features. TheChi (X) Rho @) symbol comes from the
first two letters of the Greek wordlPICTOS, pro-
nouncedChristos Interwoven, they form an ancient
monogram used throughout Christendom as the sym-
bol of Christ.

Gems of all colors represent the gathering of peopl
from all walks of life as we share the unity of Ghr

As a baby Jesus came
From His home above
He left His throne and who He was
To teach us how to love
As a baby Jesus came
Wrapped in swaddling cloth
Willingly took on humanity
Though He was one with God
As a baby Jesus came
To one day grow to be
The Savior of the human race
People like you and me
As a baby Jesus came
As God’s Eternal Light
That will never be extinguished
But forever shine out bright
As a baby Jesus came
The hope of eternal life
Reconciling us back to God
Giving meaning to our lives
As a man Jesus died
His blood poured out for all
Cleansing and forgiving us
For to this He was called
We thank Him that He came a babe
And grew to be a man
And for His sacrificial love
His nailed scarred feet and hands
Through it all we can live on
With Jesus Christ our Lord

The babe that came that first Christmas

Is what we thank Him for

©By M.S. Lowndes
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Passionate...

December Lectionary & Worship

December 6, 2009
Second Sunday of Advent
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Readings: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79;
Philippians 1:3-11;
Luke 3:1-6

December 13, 2009

Third Sunday of Advent

Rev. Scott Hirano, preaching

Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6;
Philippians 4:4-7;
Luke 3:7-18

December 20, 2009-Christmas Sunday
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Readings: Micah 5:2-5a ; Luke 1:46b-55;
Hebrews 10:5-10;
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

December 24, 2009-Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain
Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20

December 27, 2009
First Sunday After Christmas

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain
Readings: 1 Samuel 2:18-20; Psalm 148;
Colossians 3:12-17;

Luke 2:41-52

December 6

Worship Leader: Les Miyamoto

Ushers: Lauren Kawachi, Kristen Kawachi
Greeter: Edith Abe

Reader: Sam Browning

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: Roger & Alisa Au, Trisha & Kristen Au
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Mari Foster

December 13

Worship Leaders: Sue Yamamoto

Ushers: Lauren Kawachi, Kristen Kawachi
Greeter: Edith Abe

Reader: Elan Giddings

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Jane Nakabayashi, Yuri Yoshiyama
Children’s Moments: Inga Park Okuna

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Mari Foster

December 20

Worship Leader: Lahela Naki/Kristen Glenn
Ushers: Laura Glenn, Kristen Glenn, Carrie Glenn
Greeter: Aki Williams

Reader: Inga Park Okuna

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: No Childcare Today

Children’s Moments: Pastor Scott

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Kristen Glenn

December 24

Worship Leader: To Be Announced

Ushers: To Be Announced

Greeter: To Be Announced

Readers: Mae & Gerald Saito, Keoni Williams,
Carrie Glenn

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: No Childcare today

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: To Be Announced

December 27

Worship Leader: Sue Akau Naki

Ushers: Laura Glenn, Kristen Glenn, Carrie Glenn
Greeter: Aki Williams

Reader: Natalie Kwon

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Children’s Moments: Kristen Wheeler

Child Care: No Childcare Today

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Keoni Williams/Kristen Glenn
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