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Calendar Highlights

December 6
Trustees Meeting Saturday, December 11

December 7 5:00 pm Christmas Parade & Potluck
MVC Music Festival

December 8

Council Meeting
December 11

Manoa Christmas Parade/Potluc
December 12

Sunday School Christmas Play
December 15

Newsletter Deadline

Annual Reports Due
December 19

Christmas Sunday Service

Preschool Christmas Program
December 23

Office Closed at 12 noon

Sunday, December 12
10:00 am Sunday School Christmas Play

December 24 Sunday, December 19
Christmas Eve-Office Closed  10:00 am Christmas Sunday Service
Candlelight Service MVC Preschool Christmas Play

December 25
Christmas Day-Office Closed
December 30
Office close at 12 noon
December 31
New Year's Eve—Office Closed
Friday, December 24
7:00 pm Candlelight Service
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Radical...

Christmas Message
From Pastor Anne

i

Y NN

Manoa Manao

One of our sons arrives on Saturday to spend tlek we
of Thanksgiving with us, and Rod and | are making
preparations. We are getting our home ready te wel
come him. There are special groceries to buygthest
bed needs to be changed, and fresh towels hurftgin t
bathroom. We’'ve cleared our calendar so that we ca
get ourselves to the airport in time to meet hightl
from DC. My hands will be busy preparing some isf h
favorite meals. And during the visit, our heartdl e
open to embrace him. That's what hospitality ik al
about. It is a combination of doing for — and being
with — others.

The weeks leading up to Christmas are some ofube b
est of the year, with shopping, baking, writing dsar
holiday gatherings, decorating, and special worskip
vices. It is also one of the fullest times of jlear, not
only in completely booked schedules, but also & th
guantity of materials we consume. Many of us will
spend money we do not have for gifts we do not need
And most of us will eat so much that our first new
year’s resolution will be to lose those extra paimck
put on since Thanksgiving.

| have no doubt that each of us will out-do oureslin
the next weeks. For we are a busy, productiveyecti
church. But | do fear that we will fail to out-beure
selves — and miss the blessings of opening oursétve
Christ and others. There is a tiny sentence irCiest-
mas narrative in Luke 2:19 that holds a clue fow o
remain open to being in this Advent season. “Bairy

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!

And on Tuesday, December 7 at 7 pm you are invited
to join in the song that the angels began 2,000syea
ago. Manoa Valley Church is hosting a Christmas
Mele. Choirs from three Honolulu UCC congregations
will each present two of their Christmas anthermben
everyone will have an opportunity to lift their geb in
joyful praise as we sing the familiar Christmas dlsr
Following all the singing, stay to enjoy refreshitsen
provided by our own Nu Oli Singers. Admission:|llwi
ingness to make a joyful noise! Everyone is weleom
Invite a friend or neighbor to share in Christmas |

hristmas

Message

Greetings everyone! As we enter into the busy mohth
December, | would like to call your attention tceth
Shepard Program we are launching as part of ousmin
try of hospitality to the community. Frankly, caldj it a
program might be overselling it. The goal of tmgial
push is simply to make the families that visit cburch
during the Christmas season for various activitesd
like a part of our family.

This isn’t saying much since as Christians we shde!
doing this anyway. But it's easy to lose sight list
Too often when we are running programs, we can fall
into the trap of treating guests as clients or @usts.
Sometimes our visitors will fall into the same soft
trap, expecting to merely be an audience to some pe
formance happening up front. These kinds of giveé an
take relationships don’t do a good job of reflegtimhat

it means to be part of the body of Christ.

We will be running several programs that involve th
preschool and after school care. This means that we
have the opportunity to make repeated connectidtiis w
these families and to be intentional about building

treasured all these words and pondered them in herfriendships with them. But this will only happenvie
heart.” So make time this December to treasure andcan avoid being so wrapped up in our programswieat
ponder all things in our hearts...as we make room for become performers rather than people. The hopeis t

Jesus.
To God Be The Glory!

Pastor Anne

the Shepard Program will help us get out of thedst
that we are either performers or audience by making
tentional efforts to connect with visitors on agmeral

(Continued on Page 3)



Pastor Makana’s Christmas Message
(Continued from Page 2)

level, which in turn will allow us the opportunity in-
carnate Christ into their lives. If you are inteeskin
learning more there will be a brief meeting afteunich
on December'

Pastor Makana

Deacon’s Doings!

Thank you! Thank you for giving! Thanks to you
for giving at Thanksgiving! The generous gifts came
together again this year to make a bountiful Thgiwks
ing offering to our friends and neighbors in nee@h
behalf of the Deacon’s Ministry, | say “mahalo” for
your Radical Hospitality! The Thanksgiving Basket
made a glorious showing on Nov. 21st, and werey trul
an offering to the Lord when sanctified in our wopsd

Aloha,

Sue Yamamoto
Deacon’s Chairperson

Rainbow Connection

Once a month, a few members and friends gather in
Room 206, and while catching up with the latestsiew
and generally having a grand time, we fold, laba
sort by zip code, the Newsletter for the following
month.

On the last Friday of the month, Dell drives thevee
letters to the US post office located at the Hohodir-
port area which is the only one that accepts budid-m
ings. In this timely fashion, the newsletter noadjy
appears in your mailbox. All of us who do this gve

month hope that you read it thoroughly so that you

never have to wonder what your church is doinge Th

Rainbow Connection is prepared and mailed to mem-

bers and friends of MVC both here and on the
mainland, and in addition, given out to familiesRyk-
school and After School Care programs.

We welcome anyone who wishes to join us. Just call
Dell in the church office and let her know. It's hour
or two well spent!

To God Be The Glory!

Joanne Funasaki

Got Ministry!
MVC Hiking Club

“And this is Love: that we walk in obedience to His
commands. As you have heard from the beginning.
His command is that you walk in love.” 2 John 1:16

Hi everyone,

We are starting a hiking club! It is open to alhav
want/need exercise, fun and fellowship—what could
be better! We will be going on one hike every 1-2
months, beginning with shorter and less strenuous
hikes (level 1), and working towards longer and enor
difficult ones (level 5). Hikes will be schedulean
Saturdays, beginning bright and early between #30
8:00 am. Don't forget to bring water, snacks, shoe
and sunscreen.

Our first hike is Makapu'u Light House (level 1) on
Saturday, January 15, 2011, at 8:00 am. We can all
carpool or just meet there at the bottom of thi. tra
can't wait to hike with you for Jesus! If you haamy
guestions, call me anytime—Mr. Sammy 221-3231
(cell).

“Let us walk in the light of the Lord” Isaiah 2:5b
“Come, let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord.”
Isaiah 2.3a

A’ Merry Christmas!
From he MVC Book Club

(&)
“Reading, believe it or not, is one of the greanat
lators out there. It stimulates your imaginatiot, i
stimulates your comprehension level, it forces {mu
sit still for a few minutes or hours and it can Ipus
your mind to levels that you didn’t know even ex-
isted. Reading opens up worlds to you that you'tid
know existed because there isn't a movie producer
painting the characters or the landscapes. Thg onl
things you see are the things you can visualizeur
mind and the landscape; and personas are a blank
canvas until you open your mind to the writer”
from Reading for Enjoyment by Jaz, Staff Writer for
Fact Oidz (found on Google Search).

Watch the Sunday bulletins for the next MVC Book
Club meeting date. Call either Joanne Funasald-(98
6055) or Jean Grippin (988-7759) to learn which
book we will be discussing.

Jean Grippin



heart condition. After some reflections, Nebu
Passionate... recalled that she had taught school with this
youngster's mom 20 years ago at Aliiolani
Elementary School, and had a happy reunion.
3. A Buddhist woman requested continued prayars f
healing from depression resulting from hevento
Oahu after living for 80 years on Maui. Anragy
she said, “AMEN" at the end of her prayers.
Harvest Fair Prayer Booth 4. A caregiver asked for God’s guidance and wisdom t
Was Blessed By The Lord meet the physical and emotional needs o&lieg
mother. Also, as the only caregiver, that @ould
A Prayer Booth was added to the recent MVC Harve:  keep her healthy so that she could overcogne h

Fair held on November 6, 2010. It was publicizedhie fatigue and continue to take care of her moth -
Rainbow Connection and during our Sunday Servic 5. A 60 year old woman, who had been a Buddhist all
announcements time. her life entered the sanctuary requestinggysafrom

Christians for the first time.
On the day of the Harvest Fair, a large colorfustpo 6. A graduate student from UH requested prayers that

with 5 red helium balloons was placed at the breaye God would fill her loneliness, for she midseer
entrance with Cheryl Hagio and Florence Tsuda niggi family in China. After some sharing, she

bells and inviting all to come for prayers in g@nctuary. ACCEPTED CHRIST AS HER LORD AND

A similar large poster with red balloons was alsstpd SAVIOR! The angels must have rejoiced amted
on the sanctuary door inviting all to enter. in heaven.

A long table with fresh flowers and 48 wooden peitsa GOD TRULY BLESSED OUR PRAYER BOOTH. WE

on a white tablecloth prepared by Nobue was planed WERE PRIVILEGED TO PRAY FOR ALL WHO

the sanctuary to greet all participants. PastoneAn ENTERED THE SANCTUARY AND RECEIVED

blessed all of the crosses before the door opened. MORE THAN THOSE WHOM WE PRAYED FOR. We
will gladly have our prayer booth next year.

The prayer facilitators from the Sisters and Brathe

Prayer Ministry who assisted Pastor Anne were: etlan P #

Horinouchi, and Nobue Izutsu from 9:00 am to 1028

and Cheryl Hagio and Earl Yonehara from 10:30 afi2to Nobue Izutsu

noon. We were happy to pray for the 46 persons wt

came forth with their various prayer requests. eAft

praying for each person, a wooden cross pendant w

placed on them symbolizing that God loved them;t the

their request was lifted to the Lord and that HI e

done for them. Then each person was led to PAstoe . -

who anointed them with oil. This anointment anc --

receiving the cross touched each participant’s theal

Teamwork made this booth a success.

Some of the prayer requests were as follows:
Family Event!!
1. A young mother shared that she had no interdfon Chronicles Of Narnia
coming into the sanctuary, but her 18 month-old so
strongly urged her to enter the sanctuary. We ihapp We are able to get tickets for the new Chroniclés o
asked God to bless him, his sister, and parents wi Narnia movie, “Voyage of the Dawn Treader.”
good health, happy family experience and tcCost of tickets is $6.00 each—but can only be used
remember that we all need to be like pure, innocer matinees the first two weeks.
children to enter the Kingdom of God. We alsc

shared Jeremiah 29:11 for the children’s future. On January 2, we will plan a “group movie date” and
would love to have you join us then. A limited rugn of
2. Avyoung girl, about 7 years old, came forth tekse tickets is available, see Jocelyn Kasamoto foretislafter
prayers of healing for her grandmother wha ha worship. $6.00 each—make checks out to Manoa Yalle

Church and on the memo line: Movie.



Radical... Manoa Valley Church Harvest Fair 2010

Journey to the Son As we gathered in a circle for a time of quiet @ragnin-
utes before the doors to the gym would be opendtido
eager patrons waiting outside in the breezewaguldcnot
help but reflect on our past Harvest Fairs.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is giveAnd he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eve
lasting Father, Prince of Peace” - Isaiah 9-6

Faces of members and friends who are no longer, here
some off to other churches and some at home wih th
Lord, came into my mind. | again sensed the fgetihan-
ticipation among the servants gathered in theeaimilling

and wanting to serve each other and those waitingjae.
Then when the gym doors opened, | saw patrons rgatin

a brisk pace to their particular areas of interedthen |

) y saw the animated expressions on the faces of laitb
beloved the late Ben Tamashiro portrayed the "0BPS 54 gervants alike, itF;nade the countless houpﬂanhir:r;

herd” last time. Gloria and Reggie have givenhesrt o yrenaration all worth the while. And | saidngself,
blessings to perform “Ben’s” Christmas play oncaiag  «paise be to God!”

Invite your family and friends.

Christmas Play

Please come to see Journey to the Son and others
“The Shepherd’s Story,” a Christmas play written by
Lay Associate, Charlotte Walters. It is scheduled
Sunday, December 12, at the 10:00 am worship gervic
Wilfred Higa will be our “old shepherd.” Of noteur

Throughout the day, | saw people busily buying gesnat-
ing the delicious food that was prepared, and taktie pre-
cious time to talk story with each other.

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes

Praise be to God! Together, the Manoa Valley Ghurc
Ohana packed 120 shoe boxes for Operation Christm
Child! Journey to the son packed 60+ shoe boxesirat
first packing party. Everyone (Girl Scout Troup270
After School Care, youth, Sunday School, church men
bers, friends, family) also packed shoe boxes ateho

The shoe bpxes I§ept coming in on collectio.n day. | The atmosphere in the gym was sometimes overcome by
was a glorious sight to behold. ~God provided. Ou yhe gmoke from the hot dogs, hamburgers and stisaks

“small problem” of 25+ ﬁ”e‘?' shoe boxes but nopshi were being cooked, but that added to the ambiahd¢keo
ping ($7/shoe box) was quickly resolved by one ver fair

generous donor. Thank you, Manoa Valley Church, fc '
your generosity and working on “God’s project!”was
just an awesome feeling. You have made a HUGE in
pact for God's Kingdom! Please continue to pray fo
the children who will receive the OCC shoe boxed an
their families.

The children were kept busy going through the WHile-
phant, bouncing in the Bouncer, and dunking theslikf
Pastor Anne, Jewela, and others in the dunkinghboot-
side.

The addition of a ‘prayer area’ in the sanctuasy those
requesting prayers was a true blessing, judginghbyre-
sponse received.

Although the purpose of the Harvest Fair was teeréunds
_ . for our Building Maintenance Fund (we grossed apipro
Remembering Thanksgiving mately $13,000), the fair was also a time of feBbip and
the church’s expression to the community and tt edloer

Journey to the Son assembled Thanksgiving baséets 1\, 1, 5 \ve are here at Manoa Valley Church.

the homeless and needy. Thanks to the Deacom®{or
ordinating the project and to the congregationdimnat-
ing items for the baskets. On the same day, thdreh
sang songs of thanks at the Thanksgiving worship s
vice. Did you hear/see the monkeys, bears andagjato To God Alone be the Glory

Our thanks go out to the many volunteers and chstaif
who helped make the fair possible.

Reminder: Journey to the son will be on Christma

break on December 19 and December 26. SundaKeI and Dawn Hamada, Gwyen Nosse, Jerry Hamada
School resumes on January 2, 2011. Happy New Yeal~y_chairs

Have a merry Christmas and remember, Jesus ig#he r

son for the season!



year. The remaining two-thirds will have termsgsta
gered to end on 2012 and 2013 (one-third eachtaf to
committee members). Council officers (Moderator,
Vice-Moderator, Treasurer, Financial Secretary 8ad-
retary) will still maintain their two full success 2-year
term limits (4 years total). Officers who have veet
their maximum terms will also be serving one addil
year to allow time for the Nominations Committee to
search for their replacement. vi

Intentional...

Moderator's Message

Hearing God’s Call. Recruiting members to serve on
committees or as officers on the Council has hisady
presented a major challenge to the Nominations Com-
HALLELUYAH and Praise be to God! At the Fall mittee. Generally, the same individuals have been
Congregational Meeting, the congregation voted Ipeatapped to be recycled through the committees, dillto
unanimously (one no vote) to extend Senior PastoteA one of the church officer positions. The aging dem
Findlay-Chamberlain’s call to ministry at Manoa Mgl" graphics of this congregation clearly show thaessla
Church. ‘With God's grace and the blessing of @b change is made in the way we recruit and utilize, th
of Christ, she has agreed to serve a second 3@elr spiritual gifts of congregation members, we wilach
ending on October 31, 2013. point where our committee members will “age outt dfi”
| be unable to serve. As the Apostle James taught‘ltjée

Bylaws Revision APPROVED. The congregational vote @€ Of you says to him, “Go | wish you well; keeprm

to approve the revised bylaws was preceded by iomota"d Well fed,” but does nothing about his physrezgdsin.
from the floor to amend the language in Article Mylin- 1t What good is it? In the same way, faith by its#lfot
istries paragraph 2. The amendment addressedlitarm 2cCompanied by action, is dead.” (James 2:16-W@

its of members serving two full successive termye@rs) a'€ also reminded by the Apostle John that Jesds sa
in “a” Ministry Team or Committee that must be éled YOU did not choose me but | chose you.” (John

by a one-year break before the member can retutheto 1°:16) We each need to allow the Holy Spirit todur
same Ministry Team or Committee. The language wigarts and minds and be open to hearing His call to
amended to state in “the same” Ministry Team or Cor€ve. We are privileged and honored to be chasen
mittee. This change broadens the scope of menarefscalled by God. It is through service to others Yau
committees to permit service on other Teams or CiomnEXPerience the joy of the Lord and His grace ofemn
tees without the necessity of a one-year brealkessnle- Peace thatis beyond human understanding.

turning to the same Team or Committee. Congregatio ) ) )

approval of the bylaws represents a major shifhénway Celebration of Christ Jesus. We are now in the season
we will be governing this church body in the futuréhe of Advent, culmlnatlng with the celebration of thith
new bylaws will integrate all of our committeesarfour ©Of our Lord and Savior.  As we reflect on the pasir,
Ministry Teams with annual and long-term goals tiat W€ aré reminded of how God has fed our spirit and
rectly correlate to our mission and vision statetmern- Plessed His body of Christ with what seemed very im
nual performance evaluations of our pastors wilbaged Probable if not impossible to accomplisa Capital

on ministry goals so that we function more cleafya Campaign, major revisions to our bylaws, the grease
unified body of Christ. of media in our worship services, and increasedasheis

on tithes and offerings in struggling economic tne
_ expand our mission and outreach. Much work lies
The new bylaws take effect on January 1, 2011is & gheaq, but we can give prayers of thanksgivingther

living document, subject to testing and tweakingthe essings that God has bestowed on His church asd H
future. Your Council and committee members arekwordisciples.Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a joy-

ing on implementing a transition plan and time ¢atulr
the restructuring and goal setting. The other mhje
laws change, which involves staggered terms anu te{, o4 for the Power and Privilege of Prayer,
limits of current committee members and chairs, hesen

addressed by having 2011 being used as a moratorium

year. Committee members who have served theifuho g5/ vonehara

Successive terms will be among the first one-tihrca

committee who will serve until the end of the 2@Hlen-

ous and safe New Year!



Passionate...

December 5, 2010
Second Sunday of Advent
Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching

Reading: Luke 1:25-45

December 12, 2010

Third Sunday of Advent

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Journey to the Son Presentation

Reading: Matthew 2:1-11

December 19, 2010

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Preschool Care Presentation
Pastor Makana Milotta, preaching

Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

December 24, 2010

Christmas Eve-Candlelight Service

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Reading: Luke 2:8-20

December 26, 2010

First Sunday After Christmas

Rev. Anne Findlay-Chamberlain, preaching
Reading: Matthew 2:13-23

December 5

Worship Leader: Leslie Miyamoto
Ushers: Warren & Lori Kunimoto
Greeter: Nancy Yamamoto
Reader: Kirsten Larson
Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: Courtney Hamada, Shelby Hamada, Uilan

Archuleta, Rikki-Ann Archuleta
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Teron Funasaki/Natalie Kwon

December 12

Worship Leader: Leslie Miyamoto

Ushers: Warren & Lori Kunimoto

Greeter: Nancy Yamamoto

Reader: Lauren Seu

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Kathy Lee, Inga Park-Okuna
Children’s Moments: Rod Chamberlain

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Teron Funasaki/Carter Uechi

December 19

Worship Leader: Laura Glenn

Ushers: Susy & Ed Gaffney

Greeter: Nancy Yamamoto

Reader: Laura Glenn

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: No Child Care

Children’s Moments: Sam Browning

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Teron Funasaki/Carter Uechi

December 24

Worship Leader: Ron Hashiro
Ushers:

Greeter:

Reader:

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro
Child Care: No Child Care
Children’s Moments:

Bell Ringer/Acolyte:

December 26

Worship Leader: Laura Glenn

Ushers: Susy & Ed Gaffney

Greeter: Edith Abe

Reader: Puff Guerra

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Grace Miyawaki, Richelle Fujioka
Children’s Moments: Inga Park-Okuna

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: Teron Funasaki/Carter Uechi
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Worship e || |
Ministry's o
Christmas Me&t

Many hands make light work. In the spirit of lokabach worship service has been orchestrated by
Anne with a multi-talented congregation and frier& thank all who offered their help in the manify
ferent roles that put together a worship servitease say, “Yes” when asked to serve as a worshiger
usher, greeter, reader, Children’s Moments, b&enchoir and Praise Team, or any other role! Youa
better friends with the people you spend time with!

Amazing grace has been found in Ruth Komatsu wdratwenty years, has organized the Childcare tg
to allow parents to go to the services while thigle keiki were watched. She has resigned anddoms)
on to serenade us through the Praise Team and efasimusical talent will indeed shine through!

Kah

ams

Dawn Hamada came to the rescue as she was on i@mmés®l asked God for guidance to find replgce-

ments for the Childcare “job.” Along came Raede@ohleta, Shelby Hamada, and Alva Yamaguchi
will now be in charge of the Childcare during ousrahip services. Thank you, ladies!

We hope to find 20-24 largshite poinsettia flowers in pots to decorate the chanceDecember 24.

vho

f

we do find them through donations or our ministay® for them, we need help taking them during| the

Christmas week to a member who is a shut-in orrfgaaidifficult time moving about. Please see Roie

N

moto (home: 988-2400) if you have a greenhouseeaxion or know of a Shut-in to whom you can gije a

plant .

We have put together a “communication” tool thabmsthe rolling board you see every Sunday. Or
back side of the sign up sheets is the title, tetion to Our Life Together.” All ministries arevied to
put up a poster of their upcoming activities. Cegaion a letter or legal size paper. This is aeothay tq
get your activity publicized.

the

When you join us for the Candlelight Service on &aber 24 at 7 pm, Inga Park Okuna will be sigiing

for anyone who is hearing impaired.




UPDATE ON THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR SEARCH

In preparing the Local Church Profile, the congtegawas asked to select twelve qualities thatf]
should be looking for in an associate pastor. Gfrtbe qualities selected was, “Is a helpful calos “

In our deliberations about the Leadership Expemtatithat the committee had for this position, we-¢

cluded that the ability to work as part of a tedraldd be one of the twelve qualities of our assedqus:
tor. Therefore, we took the liberty of substitgtitBuilds a sense of fellowship among the peoplth
whom he/she works” for the “helpful counselor” egfaion. We hope that the congregation will cor
with our decision but we welcome any questions abus or anything else regarding the search psocg

Now that the Local Church Profile has been accepiethe Hawaii Conference (a copy is availableun church
office), the committee is in the process of scnegripplicants. So far, 14 applications/profilegsehbeen receive
from the Conference; we have our work cut out far Blease keep us in your prayers.

The Committee would like to again acknowledge thealuable assistance that we received from Earle¥iarg
and Harry Murakami in preparing the Local Churchfife and to Dell Kaniho for her never-ending patie in
formatting the document through all of its revisorThank you very much!

Glory be to God!

Carolyn Okinaga

we

Vi
cur
S




As a baby Jesus came
From His home above
He left His throne and who He was
To teach us how to love
As a baby Jesus came
Wrapped in swaddling cloth
Willingly took on humanity
Though He was one with God
As a baby Jesus came
To one day grow to be
The Savior of the human race
People like you and me
As a baby Jesus came
As God's Eternal Light
That will never be extinguished
But forever shine out bright
As a baby Jesus came
The hope of eternal life
Reconciling us back to God
Giving meaning to our lives
As a man Jesus died
His blood poured out for all
Cleansing and forgiving us
For to this He was called
We thank Him that He came a babe
And grew to be a man
And for His sacrificial love
His nailed scarred feet and hands
Through it all we can live on
With Jesus Christ our Lord
The babe that came that first Christmas
Is what we thank Him for

©By M.S. Lowndes




