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Manoa Manao

While | have no desire to give up my Smart PhomeHe New Year, | do admit to
missing the days when | would open a newly purathasge book around thé' bf
January and look at an entire year of unschedutesishand days. All the whitgs
space, which would by year’s end be filled withhates, provided an empty cag-
vas upon which a new year and new choices couldkeel. From the perspectlve
of January ¥, time seems to stretch out ahead of us. It ig ®aput off decisions,
to procrastinate about assignments, to leave tamtibrrow tasks that can be dqne
today. Ks

For the first few months of 2012, we will be foaugion the Gospel of Mark. One
of the characteristics of Mark's Gospel is the seaSimmediacy, of urgency, of
action now — in this present moment. You will fithg wordimmediatelyused 270r
times in 16 chapters. Today, now, seem to bebtgnmportant to Jesus in Marks
And Todaywill be our theme for January and February. [ieship isn't simplyij
about learnindiowto live as followers of Jesus. Discipleshipiving as followers,
of Jesus. Each and every day, in small and in Eigswwe have opportunities to
live out the good news right now. y

Epiphany occurs on January 6. It means “to showtoofmake known” or tc?t
“reveal.” In the church, it is the day in which wemember the coming of the w
men bringing gifts to the Christ child, and thugealing Jesus to the world as Sav-
ior. Epiphany focuses our thoughts in two diratsio First, on an individual level,
how is Jesus being revealed in our own lives, awl tloes that change us? Sec-
ond, on a corporate scale, how is Jesus beinglesl/éathe world and how are we
to act in light of that revelation? May our eyesdpened and our hearts attuned to
Jesus’ revelation this month. | pray that we ollow Jesus’ teachings with ur-
gency,today

Living Todayfor Jesus,

Pastor Anne



Happy New Year
Manoa Valley Church!

Reflections By Pastor Makana

MVC Book Club

The New Year is upon us again. | hope that thesthri
mas season blessed you profoundly. The beginnirzg of
new year is a good time to reflect, to look backtlos
past year and see what has been done. To praiséofod
the good things that have happened and to raiseaour
cerns to Him over the struggles we faced. Somesof u

faced profound and surprising loss this year. Gtlesr This is a story of a no-nonsense, resourceful geg-s

perienced birth and new life in their families. A&s tacularl li ho. b . hel

church we saw members pass and new people join oyriactiarly cCompefiing woman who, by age six, wapne

congregation. Teenagers were baptized. 'ng hef father br_eak horse;. .At f|_fteen, she Hmfm_e to
teach in a frontier town—riding five hundred miles

her pony, alone, to get to her job. She eventually

learned to drive a car and fly planes. She lovad c

even more than horses because cars didn't need to b

fed if they weren’t working, and they didn't leabiy

piles of manure all over the place. She and hebdm

ran a vast ranch in Arizona and raised two children

One of these children became the author's memorable

mother who was portrayed in an earlier book whih t

Book Club has read.

The MVC Book Club meeting scheduled for Sunday,
January 22, will meet in room 205 following enjoymhe

of refreshments in the Breezeway. The book, Half
Broke Horsesby Jeannette Walls, is a true-life novel
told in the first-person voice by her granddaughter

As part of the board of Christian Education, | vedxe

to see the development of philosophy of Christia-E
cation and got to see it begin to be implementeduin
programs. People have begun to ask why we are doing
the things we do, wondering if what we are dointhes
best way we can serve God. | regard these quesi®ns
one of my biggest accomplishments this year. Net ev
rything that we attempted this year was a flyingcess.
Some ideas never got past the drawing board. Some
never seemed to get the support that we hoped they
would. That is okay, we must learn from our mistake
We must move on to new things.

Members and friends of MVC are encouraged to attend
this meeting even if you have been unable to read t
novel. We would welcome you and you might be sur-
prised when you learn that, perhaps, one of yost pa
relatives experienced similar trials. It seemsangnt
that somehow, we have some knowledge of our past be
cause we stand on the shoulders of those who have
lived and struggled so that we now can enjoy aefull
life.

With the Christmas season past us, there is chrtain
sense that life should be returning to normal. Bet
never get to decide what is normal. God decided gha
normal, and we follow him where He leads. He dadk ¢
us to do hard things, to change our ways. But énah
termath of Christmas we cannot forget that God has
taken human form. The birth of Christ celebratesl Go
taking on human flesh, of us discovering that Gad c
indeed know what it is to be human. It was a peenan
change; Christ is still just as human today as he @n
the day he was born. We can get swept up in thiddyol
spirit and find that the changes we make passgast
quickly as the holidays. But if our choices to cpan to
be more hospitable, to grow closer to God, to wiprsh
him wholeheartedly if those changes are rooted in-
stead in a desire to be more like Christ, then aeeha
hope that the changes can stick, just as Chrisisce

to be human endures for all time.

We hope to see you at our meeting.

Jean Grippin

January 2012



churches who participate first-hand in “making God

known” through both words and actions. They send ou

over 25,000 short-term missionaries each year. For
more information go to: www.ywamhonolulu.com.

Harvest Fair Reminder

We are truly grateful for the success of the Hartesr
for community building, for serving the communityca

for raising funds towards our building fund. In 2012 we are again supporting YWAM. Read about

the work John and Rhonda are doing by visitingrthei
website at www.somers-harris.com and look for peri-
odic newsletters from Mary which will be postedtba
bulletin board.

To complete the fair financial report, we ask that
those who did not return unused Harvest Fair tgket
please return your tickets as soon as possibleheo t

church office. Missions Committee

Thank you,

Jerry Hamada
Co-chair of the 2011 Harvest Fair

MISSIONS
REPORT

YWAM

Hau’oli Makahiki Hou! Aloha from Tennessee

In 2011, your generous tithes and offerings suggort Dear Manoa Valley Church Ohana,

mission organizations here in Hawai'i, in our natend

in the world. One such organization is Youth With A We are pretty much settled into our new home in
Mission. For many years John and Rhonda Somers-Franklin, Tennessee, for a little over two montlasvn
Harris in Japan and Mary McVicker in India brought Can't believe how quickly the time has flown byhadd
people closer to God through their work with YWAM. to buy a car and a lot of appliances, furniture an

They got involved with YWAM while attending MVC.  everyday items for the house since we did not sérg

This article answers the question “What's it albat?” much from Hawaii. My time has also been spent-wait
ing for delivery or installation of things. | stad one
WHAT IS YOUTH WITH A MISSION? Gospel Hula class and have had one Shiatsu massage

client, but need to build up both of these busiegss

YWAM encompasses thousands of people and hundredsCrder to support us up here. | also just appligcaffpb
of ministries in almost every country of the world. as a part-time receptionistadministrative assistama

every case, their passion is to know God and toemak Preschool ministry at a church. Please pray wighion
Him known. this job opportunity, if this is God’s will.

Brycen has adjusted very well to life up here. s

They are a mixture of people from all over the dorl o
blessed to meet boys in his grade early on and had

from 149 countries. In fact, in many of their ldoas, . ) :
people from a wide variety of nations serve sidesiog. friends to ride the bus and eat lunch with from liee
They come from numerous different Christian denomi- 9inning of school. He is in JROTC and Drama Club

nations and speak hundreds of languages. Neafiphal ~and is doing pretty well academically (with a fewr m
their staff come from “non-western” countries, sagh  NOr setbacks now and then). Brycen has been doing
Brazil, Korea, Indonesia, India and Nepal. cooking classes at Young Chef's Academy for the pas

two months and enjoys cooking and baking at home,

Many YWAM locations host short-term outreach teams ©00- He is excited about starting up violin lessagain
made up of individuals, youth groups, families and With @teacherin Nashville.
churches who get to participate first-hand in “nmaki

3

(continued on page 4)



Passionate... Journey to the Son

Letter from Tennessee The Blessings of the Holidays
(Continued from page 3)

In the months before December, the Journey to tre S
We are enjoying the fall colors and crisp weathéfe've  and the Youth/High School students were busy wigsmyn
also taken a couple of road trips already to Brans#O,  mission projects—Mission 1, Operation ChristmaslChi
for entertainment and Atlanta, GA, to visit my aamd  Shoebox project and Thanksgiving gift baskets. The
uncle. Amy is coming down for Thanksgiving, and we Sunday school students and their parents pitchetbirg
are looking forward to her visit. We have gottegdther  with the greater MVC Ohana to donate various items:
with Tiffany Thurston gracing us with singing a $8g  toys, toiletries, small clothing items, canned go@hd
over our home. We've been attending Nashville ldore more. For these projects that require packing stamo
United Methodist Church for a little over a monttlea  gift boxes or baskets, the students’ speedy antingil
visiting 6-7 churches. However, we may change de8c hands made them a popular group to call on forieerv
because | want to find a church where Brycen isfodm  The children learned a lot about being a contrifupart
able with their youth group. of the MVC mission work. It further made them awvaf

the many needs in the larger community outside our
We miss all of you, our Manoa Valley Church Ohaaa, church. In their doing, the students and theirifias
lot as well as our relatives there in Hawaii. Wapamiss  were truly blessed.
the local food, of course! Asian food items (atAsian
market) and spam are expensive here, but we're grana
ing! 1 still make spam musubi and fried rice foryBen,
besides other favorites like teri beef. We will limeck to
visit Dec. 23-Jan. 2 and hope to see you at chufd¢a!
love you dearly. Please keep in touch by phonailemn
regular mail (you can get our address from Dell).

December is traditionally a busy, almost hecticetifor

the Sunday school. For example, last year, theests
put on a Christmas pageant. There were songsta,le
parts to read or memorize, costumes to preparéstics

to figure out, etc. It was hard work and we nekmew
how everything would come together for the Sunday
service! Therein was the blessing because wedaddt
God’s grace to smooth out the rough spots. And God
never failed us! With hearts full of love and
thanksgiving, we sincerely gave God the glory foe t
program that resulted. In giving of our best eBpnve
were truly blessed.

Blessings to All,

Melanie Ching

This year has not been a traditional December lier t
Sunday school. This year had been a lot quigRather
than being the focus and upfront with singing or
dramatizing, we stepped back to appreciate and
participate in what others had prepared to celeboatr
Jesus’ birthday. For example, we learned about the
beautiful Advent wreath in the sanctuary. We calded
Pastor Anne to explain about the things that makéhe
wreath and significance of the wreath itself. Tésson
helped students and teachers alike to grow in our
understanding about God'’s eternal love and lightictv

are always present for all, not only at Christmas.

During our Sunday school praise and worship tims, M
Ruth had the group sing the songs that were gainget
sung during the 10:00 am worship service. Shethad
students focus on the words of the songs, in paaticthe
“angels” and how they beautifully announced Jebu#h.
Later, Aunty Sue, from the worship team, explaihed/
she was going to use their coloring of angels toose

the sanctuary.

"Who needs a silly wishbone anyway?
I've got prayer.”

(Continued on Page 5)




Journey to the Son
(Continued from Page 4)

In addition, some children and their families mavd
chosen to participate in the Christmas parade atidgk,
the Preschool Nativity, the Candle Light Serviaed ghe
Christmas morning worship service.

This year has been quieter for the Sunday Scheolvea
participated alongside others to celebrate the edod
coming of our Lord. Even so, in stepping back, were
truly blessed. “Be still and know that | am Go@&3$alm
46:10.
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Happy New Year 20

Sharing God’s Love

On December 10, 2011, the Sisters and Brothers
Christ were privileged to share God’s love with tt
children and family members of the GOOD NEW
JAIL AND PRISON MINISTRY led by Chaplain
Dennis Yokota, at the Nu'uanu Baptist Church.

Before departing for our destination, Janet Horatou
and | prayed that God bless this event and guids dkat
we would be able to positively interact and extgneet-
ings from MVC to participants present for the vidsm-
ferencing. (This activity enables families to corseewith
their incarcerated loved ones for about 15 to 2Qubeis.)

Upon arrival at Nu'uanu Baptist Church, Ron Leeegee
us and invited us to a refreshment buffet open lto
Then enroute to the second floor conferencing roem,
noticed several tables filled with 136 Christmafisgilo-

nated from our church to share God’s love with ¢h-

dren and families of the prison ministry. The &in
charge related that this year every child and adililre-

ceive a gift before leaving. (A great mahalo te MVC

congregation).

After we introduced ourselves, there was a timangasy
silence which was broken by the smiles of a fouaryad
boy, who brought some bookmarks for us. After | ded)
him, | asked his mother at the registration dedkcifuld
take a picture of him. Her smiling response gave&an-
fidence to then reach out to converse and intevahtthe
other families waiting their turn for conferencir§nging

5

Singing Christmas carols led by Ron Lee with his
guitar promoted a more relaxed and warmer environ-
ment.

We were touched by the innocence of the young chil-
dren ranging from infancy to age 8. Susanne
Shimabukuro had baked gingerbread cookies for the
children to decorate with enjoyment.

With permission, we took photos of families to reme
ber this heartwarming activity. Our main intentswa
share these pictures at our first meeting of tlstegi
and Brothers-in-Christ in January 2012. By lookatg
the pictures, we hope to evoke some reactions ef th
December 19 visit. Then we will all lay hands on the
photos and pray for the needs of these familiesy th
total well-being and especially for them to devekp
relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ

Reflecting on this worthwhile Christmas Outreach ac
tivity for 2011, Janet Horinouchi, Susanne
Shimabukuro, Florence Tsuda, Earl Yonehara and |
totally agreed that we received more than we gdwe.
sharing God’s love with the children and families o
the GOOD NEWS JAIL AND PRISON MINISTRY,
we have tried to “TO CARRY EACH OTHERS’ BUR-
DENS AND IN THIS WAY FULFILL THE LAW OF
CHRIST.” Galatians 6:2

To God be the Glory Always!

Nobue Izutsu

Ty, May the God who gives endurance
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Chairs are reminded to share their 2012 goals mvém-
bers. Senior Pastor Annual Evaluation deadline has
been extended tdanuary 8". The evaluation forms,
distributed on December™4and 11" are in the back of
the sanctuary and at the church offigenual Con-
gregational Meetingwill be held onSunday, February
12, following the worship service. )

H A PPy With Joy and Thanksgiving for His Blessings, wi
NEW YEAR' Earl Yonehara, Moderator

THERE IS A TIME. AND A SEASON fOR EVERYIHING

Moderator's Message — January 2012

God's Grace. As we start the New Year and reflect on
the past year, we are reminded that God truly bring

(v

abundant fruit from the seeds of caring that wenipla ml
We have celebrated our fundraising efforts tomveite tal-
our Christian Life Center and successfully complede | ne
transition year in which we restructured the way we »
govern His church. However, we err when we measure on.
our “success” by the outcomes of our efforts. The
Apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians shtredol-
lowing prayer: “Now to Him who is able to do immeas-
urably more than all we ask or imagine, according t
His power that is at work within us, to Him be gldn
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all gener
tions, forever and ever.(Eph. 3:20-21)
i

Living through our daily lives, we are remindeditth
our plans seldom unfold as successfully as we wish
them to do. Our faith tells us that our lives peat of A TIME TO MOURN AND A TIME T0 DANCE.
God'’s ever-unfolding plan. We may cast a visiaut, ib Ecclesiastes 3:1,4
is our prayers and petitions for God’s wisdom anitlg
ance that help us to sow seeds in areas thatakel toot New Year's Reflections
and grow. The Apostle Paul reminds us that Godgak
our individual and collective efforts to bring rétsuthat Looking back on the months gone by,
are far greater than anything we could have imagore as a new year starts and an old one ends,
expected. When we give God the glory and place the we contemplate what brought us joy,
outcomes in His care, we can rest assured thaefeur and we think of our loved ones and friends.
forts will be blessed and the results will continadear
fruit so that others may know God'’s love. Recalling all the happy times,

_ _ remembering how they enriched our lives,
Starting off the New Year. We give thanks to return- we reflect upon who really counts,
ing and new members who have responded to God’s cal as the fresh and bright new year arrives.
to serve in the different ministries at MVC. Arienta-
tion is planned for all officers and committee members And when l/we ponder those who do,
on Sunday, January 8 @ 11:30 am. Copies of our liwe immediately think of you.
Bylaws, ministry and committee budgets, Conflict of  Thanks for being one of the reasons I'lliwe'll have
Interest Policy, procedures for committee expemelgu A Happy New Year.

solicitation of bid requirements for purchases vi#
distributed along with a needs assessment of eguipm

) S . By Joanna Fuchs
replacement/repairs for each ministry committee.

(Poemsource.com)
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January 1, 2012-New Year’'s Day

First Sunday after Christmas-Communion
Reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm 148;
Galatians 4;4-7;
Luke 2:22-40

January 8, 2012-The Baptism of Christ
First Sunday after Epiphany
Reading: Genesis 1:1-5;
Psalm 29;
Acts 19:1-7;
Mark 1:4-11

January 15, 2012

Second Sunday after Epiphany

Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20);
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
1 Corinthians 6:12-20;
John 1:43-51

January 22, 2012
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Reading: Jonah 3:1-30;
Psalm 62:5-12;
1 Corinthians 7:29-31;
Mark 1:14-20

January 29, 2011
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20;
Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13;
Mark 1:21-28

January 1
Worship Leader: To Be Announced (TBA)

Ushers: Grace Miyawaki, Florence Yukitomo
Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Sue Yamamoto

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: No child care today

Children’s Moments: Inga Park Okuna

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: TBA

Parking Attendant: TBA

January 8
Worship Leader: TBA

Ushers: Grace Miyawaki, Florence Yukitomo

Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Paul Mark

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: Les & Lisa Miyamoto, Gerald & Mae %ait
Children’s Moments: Susy Gaffney

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: TBA

Parking Attendant: TBA

January 15
Worship Leader: TBA

Ushers: Millie Mezurashi, Beverly Yutaka
Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Kathy Lee

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Kimberly and Todd Funasaki
Children’s Moments: Inga Park Okuna
Bell Ringer/Acolyte: TBA

Parking Attendant: TBA

January 22
Worship Leader: TBA

Ushers: Millie Mezurashi, Beverly Yutaka
Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Kirsten Larson

Accompanist: Catherine Miyahira

Child Care: Maizie Okimoto, Sarie Uechi
Children’s Moments: Sam Browning

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: TBA

Parking Attendant: TBA

January 29
Worship Leader: TBA

Ushers: Dianne Ishida, Beverly Yutaka

Greeter: Jane Nakabayashi

Reader: Youth

Accompanist: Reggie Tamashiro

Child Care: Evie Gallagher, Gwyen Nosse,
Carolyn Okinaga, Pam Chow

Children’s Moments: Sam Browning

Bell Ringer/Acolyte: TBA

Parking Attendant: David Shimabukuro
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MANOA VALLEY CHURCH

SUNDAY WEEKLY DETAILED SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 1, 2012
(New Year's Day-First Sunday
after Christmas)

8:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Youth Group gathering in the
Upper Room

9:15 a.m.
Praise Team in the sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary
(No Child Care Provided)

11:15a.m.
Fellowship

Sunday, January 8, 2012
(The Baptism of Christ-First
Sunday after Epiphany)

8:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Youth Group gathering in the
Upper Room

9:15 a.m.
Praise Team in the sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary
(Child Care Provided)

11:15a.m.
Fellowship

11:30 a.m.
Committee Orientation Meeting
(11:30 am-12:30 pm)
BOCE Meeting
Deacons Meeting

Worship Ministry Meeting

Sunday, January 15, 2012
(Second Sunday of after Epiphany)

8:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Youth Group gathering in the
Upper Room

9:15 a.m.
Praise Team in the sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary
( Child Care Provided)

11:15a.m.
Fellowship

11:30 am
Trustees Meeting

Sunday, January 22, 2012
(Third Sunday after Epiphany)

8:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Youth Group gathering in the
Upper Room

9:15 a.m.
Praise Team in the sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary
(Child Care Provided)

11:15a.m.
Fellowship

Happy New Year!
2012!

(Fourth Sunday after Epiphany)

Sunday, January 29, 2012

8:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Youth Group gathering in the
Upper Room

9:15 a.m.
Praise Team in the sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Worship in the sanctuary
(No Child Care)

11:15a.m.
Fellowship




